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T O T H E 
Right Reveread Father in God 

EDMUND 

Lord Bifliop of LONDON. 

May it pleaje your Lorcijhip, 

THE Liberty I humbly 
take in prefixing your 
Lordfliip's Name to 
this finall Traft, is founded 
upon that Angular Goodnefe 
and Humanity, which encou- 
A 2, rage 
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rage the Loweft Attempts to' 
ferve the Caufe of Religiofij^ 
from the meaneft of your Cler- 
gy. The Intereft of Chrifti- 
anity has found a Faithful and 
Strenuous Advocate in your 
Lordftiip; and the Eftablifli'd 
Church, and the Proteftant 
Caufe are exceedingly indebt- 
ed to your Lordftiip's Care and 
Vi^lanee in guarding this 
large Diocefe againft the fe- 
cret and afiiduous Applica- 
tion of Romijh Emiflaries, who 
are convint'd, how impoffible 
it is, that Popery (hould ever 
triumph over the Britijh Li- 
berties, without corrupting the 
Principles, 
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Principles, and defacing the 
Beauty of this Refonned 
Church. 

That God would preferve 
to your Lordfliip a long Life 
for the Defence and Ornament 
of this Church and Nation, is 
the Ardent Prayer of, 

Mayitpkafeyour Lfirdjhipy 

Tour Lordjhifs 

moft dutiful and 

moft obedient Servant, 



WMTthi%, 173$. 

Tho. Lewis. 
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|PON the Fall of Man was the 

I Me0ab promifcd t and the old 

; Helrewt were fo well Inlttua- 

cd by the Ftopheti, that they 

formed Vety Juft Kotidns of the Nature 

of his Office, and of the Meamefs tf hit 
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te htu'tfe the Serpent's Head j the Redeemer 
was to be born of a Virgin, to aflUme the 
whole Human Nature, to be fub)ea like 
other M«n to all the Mifcrics and Diftreflfes 
attending ft, and at laft by an opprobrious 
Death, tOdeftroy the Power of the Dcvi!;and 
by that means to acccmiplifh the S^dvation 
of the World. Thefe in general were die 
Sentiments of the old Jews^ but tiieirPo- 
flerity (efpecially towards the End oftt&ii 
Kepublick) entertained quite different Con- 
ceptions of the A//^i(i&, * cxpcAiitg a 
mighty Monarch ^tkc Cyrus or Alexander"^ 
and a Conqueror of Kingdoms, to deliver 
them from the Talons of the Rtman £«- 
glc, and extend theif Empire over all the 
Nations of the Earth, -f* He is to rebiuld 
the Tcmple> (fay the modern Jews) to 
xaiie 

* Ji^ 0u^m finudnm ■Q)«dam « tc il iMein nuUui 
-menht Ipecicm nlu Perfinfequlefii J»M UtJ^m fore iU 
bi petluaferiuit—— Nullum in ipfo i}i\fSt\tAt J^itrtuf»ntAt, 
tmn pedui clatuin.fiHnnlhnKt ociiloi, njltus Sercritarem Ht> 
jeSatetnqacScCdfltaninaiiimi xialttadrpinatiitg^umata- 
q ue Corpori* cxprriTani, Ec quK fimilia hgjut graerit Ttdemtttf 

Emflve polTe Tindken Libertitii ' PobJicz 8c Heroem de> 
elliiaruni Geacu Populofijue ) coatn vera Xl«ninu jf^m 
afpedu, araEUtomui liumilii, Ccc. Vitriag't in £liiiiB« 
«»P- Si- 

CraBi tc Carnaln JaJdi SnxmiaE UtJ^m fiitanim MoBir* 
;dum (liqnem Cff* yd jUtxiuiA^ Mama fimileiB. qui iriau 
ViOricibui rotutn teinnim Orbem eJomiturus eOet, & im- 

fsiio iaa rubjedurui. Ludorid Capelli None CridcB » 
ai. ?]. 
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niic atl oar Anceftors from the Dead from 
Abraham, to be the Arbitrator of Diffe- 
rences between P^an Kings, and to con* 
vert the World to our Religion. He is 
to treat his Subjods with the Fema:Ie Le- 
viathan, pcefetv'd in Salt by God from the 
Creation, to entertain them with Behe- 
moth, wliich cats the Grals of a thcufand 
Mowitains in one Dajr^'^nd with the Bird 
Zix, which is To big. that one of her Eggs 
&Ilingy deftroycd and overwhelmed Cixty 
Viil^es. 

Such was to be the Power of the Mef 
fiAhy and with regard to his Pcrfon,* hi$: 
Form was to be Noble and Majeftick, his 
Body framed by the mofi exaft Proportiont 
)iis Stature tall and Princely, his Counte- 
nance charming and moft lovely to his 
Friends, but dreadful and terrible to his £- 
nemies, his Eyes engaging the AffeAion and 
Eficem of his Followers, but darting Fire 
and fcattering Death and Confulion among 
alL that oppofe him : -j-Thcy could not it 
(eems dignify him fuMciently, without rai- 

• Ctii^Mbv if tiu Htf if tht JeWJ, td htrt, JjF Df. 

■«m^f. •4- 

t Bib). Oiioit. e. f. p. *}90' 
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ftfig his Stature to Co Gigantlck a Si«e» as to 
be able to ftand with one Foot pn Mount 
j^ifrf^, and the other on Mount Sinai. 

The Jews, feduced with thefe grc«i« 
Expeftations, were fcandali^ed at the outr 
ward Appearance, the Hunulitjr and Mcan^ 
nefs of our Saviour's Perlbn, and rathce 
than receive him aG the Heffi'^b.^ denied 
atid perverted the Prophecies, which fore* 
tpljj that Cbtiil was to appear without a« 
py Msrks of Pomp and Grandeur, but ii^ 
Citcumftances low and forbidding, with« 
out any thing extraordinary or inviting 
cither in his Fcrfon or Fortune For thU 
purpofe, that famous Text in Ifa^^ (ever 
literally underflood by the old Hebrews^ 
was mifappHed by jibarbjneh * He Jbalf 
ifoto uf before him as a rentier ^lanf» 
ind as a Root out 9/ a dry Ground^ he hat lb 
no Form nor Comeiinefs, and when we Jba// 
fee him, there is no ^eauty that we fbould 
defire him* The literal Scnfe, fays he, of 
this Faflage, defcribcs a ^an ill-fhaped, 
deformed, melancholy, of a dcje^d t^ote 
^nd a weak Conttitution, which (;annoc 
Wlate to tJ«; Mejft0if^ tw?«i£c ihp ^ilcft 
par* 

• jliMHut io Jfii. liil. Tcr. ». 
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tat t^CirifiliHU contend Am the ifefi 
f*h w«j cjeccding handfosie, lovely and 
•grecdile. Obferve the Advantage taken 
ij a crafty Jew, who evades the force of 
a uioft remarkable Prophecy, on account 
of a fantaltical Opinion embraced hi 
ChiiSians, concerning the Shape nod Beau- 
ty of oni Saviout's FetloB. 

The Writers of the Charch have beta 
commonly divided when they had occa£oii 
ts fpeak upon this Subjeft. The f aihert 
of the filft Centuries have been of comrarf 
Sentiments, fome afcrlbing the moft ex- 
travagant Beauties and AccomplUhmentl 
to the Body of Chrift, otheK again dr. 
grading it to the ioweft ftate of UgUpeft 
«nd Deformity. The B(>ii>//1 Writers (fom* 
«ry few excepted) contend tenacioufly S>r 
the outward Beauty of our Satiout's Boify. 
Ttiis Opinion Is likcwife followed by ma- 
ny Learned among Prottftants, but with 
quite different Efftfts, The V^i^i dm. 
gy bin4 this poSrinc upon the Copfci. 
fnccs of their Subjcfts, and raife « deaj 
of Pageantry and Superflition upon it. 
« ♦There ate few Cferiaijns (fays r»*?t 

» SB to Cijinai" »!(■"«*• !*•»*<» (flftl* ' ' 
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* Calmet) who would not engage to ptoTC 
" by irrciiAible Arguments the Beauty of 
" their Saviour, who would not feel fomc 
*' fort of Indignation to heat it doubted or 
" difputcd. The Pulpits tefound the Prai^ 
" fes of this God incarnate, the moft beau- 
" tiful of the Children of Men ; Books of 
" Piety and Devotion are fiiU of them."* 
It feems it is the Ugheft Blafphemy to 
call it in qucfiion, to fufpeft that Tbe 
Saan of Angels (as they call her) flioold 
bring forth a Son with no DiOinOion of 
Beauty upon his Fetfon, but upon a level 
with the meancft of his Suhjefts. Were 
thisDo&tine received, what would bccom; 
of thofe fine Statues and Paintings of the 
Virgin Mtrf and her Son, which are fo 
bcautifiilly drawn and carved on purpof; 
to inrpiic a Falfe and Enthuliafiick Piety, 
and to promote Image- Wotfliip and Ido^ 
iatry i The Mother reprefcotcd like th* 
Cjfrim Gcddtfs, the Son like Cupid, wit^ 
Features and Pollutes tac& unmanly and 
effeminate i Thus they eiprcls the Infancy 
of Chtift ; The firgm in the moft beauti- 
ful 

■h tit {thtftmt Vubtr gats m} I m»m Mf tm^fitg, thst 
ft* IM^ *^ jlrgMumtt th»t KTt tBgU »gMnfi tit Bnumf 
tfiit^i B$^, itrtia U»fin Argng « ihjfi {av^l^trtngl^ 
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fbl Figure, drdTcd in an embroldet'd Kobe 
(after the CuQom of the Eaft) lits upon a 
Chair of State gilt with Gold attended bf 
an t./Ethiopian i the ^Infant with golden- 
Kays of Glory about his Head, upon a rich 
Mantle lies in her Lap j and Jofeph in a 
Gown of Purple is &cn upon his Knees, 
looking as if he was tranfportcd with the 
Charms and Lovelinefs of the Child's Bo- 
dy.. Whereas (fays Chryf^Jiom -f-) they 
(hoiild rather have reprefented a poor nar- 
row Cottage, a vile filthy Manger, |f with 
axi Ox and an AC$ tied to it, much fitter 
.foe Beafts than Men j a Child cover'd with 
the worflofRags, the Mother fcarcc having 
one Gown not worn for the Omamenc of 
her 

* Tbit ttfnfuuatim, mu whM tbhk, wm la fimt mttfim 
,»ltMfitmwhuiifiudt9iMtfi^idiuwm AaggftusCx&r 

Mdttt Sibflla Ttbartiiu. CiTCumferturde Tiiwftn« 5J^U« 
-MX, dubiunte it Imperio ImperitOTe Augafit, evocita a 
. AdruTcmpli FmUtiai, quod aunc Aia Coili vookui, Impcn- 

toreia ocoloi juffit in Ccelam tCCollere, nbi ofleodit Virgbum 
~ia fccnd fiagului divini &de nicaatem. qux ulnii contine- 

lat filium rftdiii Luciicorafcioiem. quiin Globo Lua^cnia 
"MltfC fiiUtdebtt. Hunc, inqnit iftac contuns SUjU; veran 

Dcam Kraniqne Homiflem brevi iiifiinebit tellut, qui Mua- 

di futanu Rex & Daminui. Be hie Iblni inter hominei co- 
,leadui eft fc adoraodut i £& ftur msjtr U ^, iim »Ar» i 

Quibtts common)* Csfsr in poftetum oon ezpetivit Titalsi^^ 
^biMiiam ■ Dominii. Nora ia libram cui Tintlu iuuJii* 

JCturjrfbft. in Hittb. S. 
Atbuui; de NttiT. Chrifti. TUs nthtr »^ tfc)S<MM 
ristt ttfwvit, tb»t if thit mtmu the Oz kanr liit OwMff 
^ tbe Aft hii MiAer'i Crib. 
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Kcf SoJyi bttt° ost of DKcr Kccclttty ta 
A>Vcr her. " Hadft ^thoa (fayt the pi^ 
<* OHS St. Atifilm) nude thy Entrance into 
■^ thy own World »rhh all the Pomp and 
•' State of Earthly Piinccs, yet even thul 
** the Cottdtleetxllon bad been amazing ;. 
" bm when then wc» bonl, there was no 
" room fbr thee in the Iiin, no Bed ot 
" Cradle of State, but a Mangct and a Stable 
" only. Learn «hat an BlUmate yoa 
« ought to make of painted B.oofs'aad 
*' curioos Hangings, when the King, of 
" Kings defpifcd thofe Vaniities, and father 
." chAfc to gtace the MatcHcea 6f the. Foo^ 
" pKfcrred a Trols of Straw and a Crat^k 
•■ incoaniionwithBcafis,befoieyoufDawa 
^ and all your Silks and Velvets." 

THE MatiTity oiChrifl under thefc tneaa 
Circumfiances is no way agreeable to.th« 
Fomp and Magnificence afilnned b^ th^ 
Rimfb Ghorch ; who, tht more c&Stialtf _ 
ito promote the Interelb of Idolatry, repr»> 
:fcnts the Birth of the Mejtab a of the 
Son of the gRitcft Monarch, and gives > 
;Chatadex.of his Mdther, as if file were 
mote than Mortal, as if all- the Sleoienb 
and 

:t An&iin't WifMivw, <^t. 4.'>ll<4lM 4r SlM^* r 

, ; .., C.(H»(lc 



^nd the whole Creation paid Homage to 
her, and attended upon her ac the time of 
het Delivery. " Upon the Day of the 
" Nativity, {fays a good * Catholick) the 
** Sun biirniflit his Face, the better to illuf- 
** trate the World, and to appear gracious 
" in het iight> who carried in her Btcaft a 
*' Fire purer and clearer than his own 
" Rays. The Earth pat on her frcfhcft 
" Green, and the Flowers fpread their 
" dainty Leaves, and made l fweet £x- 
" change of Odoure With her, yet hung 
" their Heads to fee themfelves both in 
" Colour and Scent fo far fuprpaHcd. The 
" Trees advancM their curled Hezdst 
" and compos'd their Looks within the 
" Cryfial Streams who feemed to dance 
" after their own Murmur. Amongfl: the 
" Beafts, their King laid by his Fictcencis, 
'* and not one of his Subje&s was found 
" favage or polluted that Day. Then was 
** the Proverb crofled, for the Worm bc- 
" ing trod on would noc turn again, left 
** flie fhould prove unlUce her meekeftMifl 
•• itcfs. In the very Bowels of the Earth» 
C ** the 

• SntbtUfi ^tht rtrih i/ltrf, mltm ty Anthony Staf^ 
gni, t- I*- 
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" the Minerals and the Stones more pre- 
*' cioDS, aflumcd their quicker Sparks, as 
" Emblems of her Splendor. The Ocean 
•' had not a Wrinkle in his Face, ihou- 
" fands of Halcyons hovcr'd o'er his Head, 
" and his Tritons blew fo loud, that their 
" Notes founded the very bottom of the 
** Deep. Within his vaft Dominion was 
** no Difcord that day i for the greater 
** of the Fifh forfook their Prey, and the. 
•' fmaller fwam in that Security, that the 
" Sprat bearded the Dolphin, and play'd 
" with the Nofc of the over-grown Whale. 
" The Birds fung thcit choiccft Aires, the 
" Fowls flew nearer the Earth to falutc her, 
*' and their tow'ring Lord the Eagle 
« brought his young ones to try their Eyes 
" at this new-born Light. The Air it fcif 
" was like her, gentle, and being invilible, 
*' came to fteal a Kift from her Cherry 
<• Lips, foft and fmooth as were his own. 
" The Winds (conceiving their Silence 
** would beft pleafc) kept themfelves wjth- 
'* in their Dens, only Zephyrus was let 
" loofc to fen the Pink and Violet, and 
" play the wanton with the Rofe." It 
would be endlefs to coJIc^ from thcfc fort 
of 
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of Writers what they have faid upon this 
Subjeft ; for the famedeHcatc ftrain of Rhap- 
fody and fublimc Nohfenfe, runs through 
moft of the Books of Piety and Devotion 
in ufc among the ptefcnt Votaries of this 
corrupt Church. 

* The CamerontAns (a Race of Men a- 
mongthe Scots the moft avcrfe in the World 
to Popery and (mage- Worfhip) find a ftrangc 
Delight in the Contemplation of our Jrfw- 
9ur's Beauty. They imagine that iheDcfcrip- ■ 
tion of the Spoufe in the Canticles is lite- 
rally to be underflood of tiie Pcrfon of 
Chrift. -j- My Beloved is white and rud- 
dy, the chief efi amm^ ten thoufandi his 
Head is as the mofi fine Gold, his Locks 
are kufby and black as a Raven. Tlis Eyes 
are as the Eyes of 'Doves by the krvers 
of Water Sy wa^ed with Milk and fitly 
fit. His Cheek's are as a Bed ef Spices, 
as fmeet Flowers, his Lips like Lillies 
dropping fweet fmelling Myrrh. Hit 

C a Hands 

• Stt Rutherford's Strmmt thrtinhfU, tec. 

■V Sa\omon^Soag,ehtif.Y.vir. 10,11, ii.Btc. Tfw CM' 
ftiut itf*rt ihii Chtpiti; in cur Biilet, c»U th^t Vtffit, ^ Ds- 
Iciiption of Chrift by hi) Giicei. 
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Hmds me a Gold RHfgt f/t viHh tht 
Beryl, /bis Belif is ts bright Ivorjf over- 
laid with Sapphires. His' Legs are 4s 
'PiUars ef Marble fet upon Sockets of fitfi 
Gold, his Count enarue is as Lebanon, eX' 
tttlent as the Cedars. His Mouth is mofi 
Jweet, yea he is altogether lovely. Tranfi- 
ported with the& Myflkal R.epxefeQtations, 
there 'Deiootiomfis fall into unaccountable 
Baptutes i they impatiently dc£te to throm 
themfelves into his Embraces, to kifs his 
facet Lips, to frefs him clofe, tt leas, tt 
roll upon him and have their JUlofLwe^ 
So fatal have been the EffcOs of this Doc- 
trine of out Saviour's Beauty, that witli 
the ¥apifts it ptoduccd Idolatry and Su^ 
peiOition, and with the& SeSarifis it turn'd 
into Wantotmels, Madncis and Enthu- 
fialin! 

A Decent Inquiry therefore into this 
Sttbjed can be no Degradation to the Dig- 
nity of QUI Saviout's divine Pcrfon 3 for 
Che Fundamentals of Religion in no man- 
net depend upon the Figure and Corn- 
flexion of the Mejpab. The whole Hu- 
naa N atuie belongs equally to a Ihort Pet 
foit 
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6m as to bnc aft (o (?!l, ta (he mpft im-> 
hjudfomc as well »s (o tlic qipft beauriful i 
(o that the BcQcfiis of m' ^fllcmftim 
have no jcoocem with tl^ Form, or ^hapc, 
or Statute of our EkCdccmcr. Jhc 3|Ciicf!- 
cent Fath<et of tifntioi kfiovrs oo tcfpcd 
of Pcrfoiis, tjie mfsA Lpyc\yaiti ti)c iqoft 
I/ngtatxfol aif fii; Creapuies and FavQiftites 
alike ; otteWi'e, lA hp>f dpp)pra|l^c a State 
^re thpfc ir^o lalxfw Viulec the Miifottunc 
pf ^atiu^ o^ iVccidcatal peformiti.cs, if 
fhe Lord of .th; Univetjte refcrv'd the fpe- 
cial Marfcs ^^is fftccQi a^ Favour for the 
mo& bqauti^ Put of his Creation i Thefc 
arc p^^io^ipii; ch^ relate qoly to this lower 
ff^ortdi an4 this is jCo % froni ib.eit^ the 
Cale between <thc Alopi^y and his poor 
Creatures, tfa^t ttic Lime, the Mmmedy the 
Hfit, the BUni will be admitted into hi; 
Kingdom, when the H«idfo;ne and the 
Fii;c-Q^ipcd^ ,who valucij ti^cmfelycs upon 
jhcir Ilodiiy A,(;compli%n\cnts, upon being 
witt^ut Sjjot, f^ AyripUe, o^ pi(lortion, 

w,)ii ix (i)uc,pnt. 

Whatever RifficiSflCf pf p|Pinion 

t.here may hf, con(;erni^thatw.ticrein cqn- 

fifts 
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lifts the Beautjr of a Man's Perfon, yfit ther6 
is a kind of general Taflie among all Nati- 
ons that decide this Matter : This, howcvcr>. 
is a certain Je-ne-ffai-quoi which is hard to 
be explained. Some admire a black Com- 
plexion, others a fwarthy, fome love an O- 
livc Colour, others a White ; a large Nofc 
is in fome places cftecmed beautiful, an A- 
quiline in others has the preference, even 
the fliorc and flat Nofo. has its Beauty f 
BlackEyesarethought graceful, lb arc Grey : 
but I think it is univctfally agreed, that a 
Man of a proper Height, of a proportiona- 
ble Bulk, a Majeftick Air and obliging Look, 
who has a quick Eye, a -well-lhapcd Mouth, 
a fine and delicate Complexion, a Gait and 
" Motion cafy and free, and is of a ftrong 
and active Conftitution, will always be acT 
xounted a handfome Perfonage in all Na- 
tions. On the contrary, a Man of an iH 
deformed Shape, of a Size Icfs than com- 
mon, of a mean, melancholy, gloomy Al^ 
peA, a forbidding Countenance, of an un. 
ftcady Gait, whofe Limbs bear no Propor- 
tion ; a Man under this unfortunate Ap- 
pearance, can never captivate the Eyes, or 
pafs foe Handforaein any Part of the World. 
But 
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But witbout havii^all thcfe Defers, or all 
thofe AccomplKhments, one may obfetvc a 
certain Mean between Beauty and Defor- 
mity, in vhich the greateft part of Man- 
kind at.c found j who, without pretending 
to be handfomc, would be highly affronted 
if you was to upbraid them with being ugly 
or difagrecable. 

Those who contend zcaloufly for the 
Beauty of out Saviour's Body, imagine they 
can never give him Beauty enough. Every 
thii^, it fcems, that could contribute to the 
Cracefulnefs of a Perfon muft ncceflarily 
concur in the Conception of the Meffiah. 
The Exccfles of the Father or Mothe, In- 
convcniencics in the time of Breeding, or " 
Delivery, the force of a difotdcr'd Fancy, 
have a great Influence upon the Shape, the 
Temper and Conftitution of the Child. 
But Jefus Chrjfti fay the Papifts, was bora 
of a Virgin Mother very pure and very wife : 
She had no Irregularity of Im^ination^ none 
of the common Ailments that attend being 
with Child and Lying-in, no Difordet in 
Management and Conduft. The Body of 
out Saviooc muft have been the mvft perfect 
Work, 
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Work, fubjca to do Pains or tylCtittS 
brolight upon other Men by Infirmities of 
Nature, and a thoufand unfortrfcen Acci<« 
dtntSf being born of a moft immaculate 
Virgin by the Operation of the Holy Ghoft. 
The Virgin Marjr is the great Idol of the 
Tapiftsy Ihc is never mentioned without 
Hail Mary, Mother of God, ^em ofHea- 
•ven, Emprefs of Seraphims, and Lady of 
the Univerfe. Her Votaries, like the old 
* Collyridians, worfhip her with -f- divincHo* 
iiours> and make her more than mortal in 
all the Anions of her life, whereas fhc is 
very fparihgly mentioned by the Holy Wri- 
ters, they tell us nothing of her Parents, not 
fo moch as their Names % > (he was a poor 
difcon^ 

* Htfttitki that invtk'd tht Htfy Virgm j thrfmffttind in 
tbefmrih Agt. 

f Ofucrtd Virgin Mary, Methr rfCoJ. ^im ef Aagtlt, 
Tmfrifi tf tht S»inls, 'Rtptgt efSiantrs, and my fficiat Pdtr»- 
ilifs and Advoi^KH, H»t» thy Cufitif I etmlnit £nd rtcommtnd 
my fttf-nith till tht Fnttrs, pM^ni Mtid MeiieHi ^my Scif»aJ 
Mind, Mttd mil living »iid diad, iut tfftcMly thtfi vhntt t 
fiituld or TBtiUd fny fir : Himily intruiing thit. thro' thy M 
Merciti and ^erilt, thy Friiiiltget »nd Ftietr, mndky nhatevtt 
t! dtKftfi imto thtt, thu »f m*y it itdmitttd to bt thy Chi{~ 
drin, Servunti and Devattii, that wi m»j bt frattStd, dirtS- 
td, a^ed and ermferttd iy the*, and that by thtt wt may if 
fr^mttd tt God tht Taihtr vha crtattd «j, to God thy Son vjb« 
ridttmtd us, tt Gtd tht Htty Ghoft -aho ftnaijiid lu, &c. 
ComemplaiioQs on the Life of At/grM^rr. p. loi. 

^ Vidifi Heli mtnlitntd in Luke iii. ij. it tht JktBt A* 
^(]-Mm,/Mf{oftdto bt htr lathir iy tht Latin ChHTcb. 
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difconfolate Widow after the Death of her 
Son, and maintained by Charity, very few 
Circumftanccs of her Life arc related, and 
of her Death nothing at all. She was cer- 
tainly in general a pious and good Perfon, 
but not "Without Sin*. To exempt her 
from tlie natural Infirmities of her Sex, is 
to make her morefhan a Woman, and dc- 
ftroys a Fundamental Article of our Faith, 
that a Woman was the Mother of CAn^. 
'* If the Virgin (fays a learned *f- Writer) 
" were truly the Mother of Chrift, as fhe 
" certainly was, then there is no rcafoa 
** to deny her in tefpca of htm, whatfo*. 
** ever is given to Other Mothers in rela- 
** tion to the Fruit of their Womb. % The , 
" Body 

* tbt vfign tftht T^rgU Muj tmi htr StUtUm wm » 
tsk* ChriA ttffrtm frt^Mmg, with »bUh InimUm mU Jm- 
ptrtuniiy thpffilltw him ham flitct t§ flMtt. Hirt h «a !• 
■Matt if tit tiftm Mixfa S\a?a\ae{i ms mil dt Mtr fOmM't, 
^gringaianltefiif Cbrifl'i Miai/lrywtrl» SU,mi itruiafy U 
wmt; tnd thtrtfer* hi givti ft /mart m» Jbifvtr, M^ho U my 
Motber? Ligt^tt Htrmmtf, Fti.EJU. f. 19. 

Sii JD HoDore Mu\t ; Pacer Sc Filiui Sc Spirinis Sin^i fr 
iottbiar. Mariam nemo adorct, Deodebetur hoc Myftctmm. 
Ciraem iadnit Deui ex Skoda Virgioe, noa lanea ut ado* 
retur Virgo, neque at Dram hucmceret Chdftui. Efifhan, 
contra CallyrU. Hvref. 79. 

f Pearfon m tht Oni, ArlieU th§ 4/t. 

Tantum ad Nativtiawni, CarnJa u & At&a', ijaiatadl et fi 
fceminKedeodorumCorporuiafLiiceptiiOrigiQibuiiiiipcsdiint. 
St. MUmt . <le Trinime. 

if PnifoD M tkt Crn4, ^litU iht ]i. 
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« Body of Chrift (fays the fame Author) 
" was really and truly humane, was alfo 
" frail and mortal, as being accompanied 
" with all thofe natural Properties which 
" neccflarily flow from the Condition of 
" a frail and mortal Body*. He taokupon 
" him the Form of a Servant^ and was 
** made in the Likenefs of Men. It beho- 
«* ved him in all things to he made like 
" unto his Brethren^ to make Reconcilia- 
" tion for the Sins of the'People" 

There is only one Text of Scripture 
that can rcafonably be alledged by the Ad. 
vocates for the Beauty of Chrift. -f- Thou 
art fairer than the Children of Men ^ Grace 
is poured into thy Lips, therefore God hath 
bleffed thee for ever. This PalTage has al- 
ways been applied to the Mejpah, and 
from it has been inferred, that our Saviour 
had the moft handfome Perfon in the whole 
Crea- 

Cfariftat In^iu in Cuaii rignt ficnc «t lie rni fuzit, &{ciit 
more czteraruni homioum Diicentiuni obJiganii j habuit 
corpui paerile & ^ea virile, fiaitum fuis orgaoicis partibui. 
iCi proindi hco circumlcripEum, quit qualiuicj vci Corpo- 
rw. eOentiilM nu[|<iuan) ibjecit nequc ibjiciet. Corpu* hiit 
ufijiie ad mortem ipfim obnoiium itiUDuit infirmiutibus 
LMngS Florileg, ia Cirifii Nwivit. 

• Hti. ii. i;. rtUtf. ii. d,7. 
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Creation, The Modern Tapirs will by 
no means give up this Predidion, they un- 
dcrfland it literally, and raifc a gaudy Su- 
perflru3:urc of Foppery and Fantaftry upon 
ir. And yet moft of the ancient Fathers of 
the Church that I could confult, give it a 
Myftical and Figurative Interpretation, as 
relating to the Beauty of Chrift according 
to his Divinity. *St. C/ril of Alexan- 
dria maintain^s, that the Beauty afcrib'd to 
the MeJ^ah in the ^falms^ is to be under* 
Hood of the Beauty of the Mind-, and that 
he appeared in a Form that had nothing 
ofoutwardGracefutnefs to recommend him. 
He was fairer than the Children of Men. 
*' This Paffage, fays he, moft certainly 
" ought to be underftood of the Beauty of 
** hisNatuteand the Glory of his Divinity ; 
** for no Man can with any Reafon aflcrr 
" that Jefus Chrift was in the leaft fair cr 
*' glorious in his human Body, or any 
'* ways valued himfelf upon the Charms 
** or Graces of his Perfon : for the great ' 
" Myftery of his Incatnation confifts in 
" Humility and Abjeiiion, as jy^M-fr writes, 
*♦ -f- He hath no Form mr Gomelinefs^ 
D 2 ''and 

• QrrU J&txmi. lib i. Gh^. in txU. 
'fUu.liu.k. 
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" tmdwhen we p)aU fee him there is no 
" Beauty that we pjall defire him. The 
" Son of God defigncdiy cholc to appear in 
*' a Shape or Form without Beauty, to lee us 
" undcrftand that the Flefh when compared 
** to the Godhead is nothing. " * Eufebius 
oiCafarea explaining this Verfc of the 
IPfalmifit is of the fame Opinion : He ex» 
prcfly fays, that wc ought not to undcr- 
ftand the Words, of the outward Beauty of 
Chrii^'s Body, but of his Exemption from 
the Guilt of Sin j and by this Interpretation 
the Prophet Ifaiafi docs not contradid the 
IPfaimifi^ when he Ijpcaks of th? Unhand* 
fomcnefs of our Saviour's Pcrfon. -f* St. 
Baltl agrees, that this Beauty which the 
^falmijl attributes to the Pcrfon of Chrift, 
did not conlift in the outward Symmetry Qf 
his Body, in the juft Proportion of his Lipibs, 
or ii) the D(licacy of t)is CompIe](ion, bijt 
in the Excellency of his divine Nature. , 
XTertulliany \\ St, Jmirofe, -^ Jfiiere of- 
¥e/ufittm, the Author of a Comment on 



• IitfiS. Cdjkr. in rfal. jiw, 

+ Bmfii in IM. v. 

r^ TiftuU. lib. iii. contra UnnJMi. ch>p.X*fi. 

g £p. I. diff. Ep. 19. id irinsim. 

■^ Ifiitr. 1*1^. lib. Ep. 130. 
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the Tfalms printed in * St. Jerome's ' 
Name^ and many others explain the Pal- 
fage in a figurative Senfe, and apply it $o the 
X Beauty efChrifi according to his divinity. 
This Text ihcrcforc being myftically un- 
dcrftood by fo many and ancient ExpoH- 
tors, can be of Utile Evidence to prove the 
outward Beauty of our Saviour's Ferfon. 

Many of the ancient Fathers, who c- 
mincntly fervcd the Intcrcflof Chriftianity, 
cxprefs themfclves flrenuoufly in Defence 
of our Saviour's Beauty, -f- St. Jerome de- 
clares, that the (hining Brightncfs of hts holy ' 
Face, and the Majefty of his Divinity^ which 
gave a Luflre to his human Nature, at the 
■ fira ' 

V Jvtm. in TAl. si*. Stt Dr. HaininaDd m tbt xW. 
PWm. 

^ Sftd^firiBApr^IiliiiMtmiiuim.bie. AJ E^vmintcnr 
Tcriui (]uim ad HumaniCMem retulcrunt EcclcOie Pairei, aut 
ceni non Cotpmii led AnitnK Pulcritudinent inrelligi volu- 
cruiit ; ed nlajorem ■uguftioremque. quod nihil illi adellet 
Hterai id^umeoti ad vcnuftatcm. Jaeti. Sirry Xio&or. Strbtn. 
ExerciCaiioo» Hift«ic«c, Etc. de Cbrifio. p. % i?. 

Cum in IfmU legatur, VUimmt turn m hm ImMm Sfit'um, 
aucri pateft cur fuper genui Hominam pulcberdefcribatiir? 
Non <]ui> Forma ejai decore Udei CoJorit eluiit, aut flaro 
Crine lampivic, aut infigni ScaiurS prxeminuit, frd vcraairn- 
Immino genere pulchrtor fuit, i^uia Peccata non habebar. 
Illud enJB refid ipccialu.m diciiut quod gracii mundilTinix 
Puritatis onuiur. C»Jfiad»r. m P/<i. xljv. 

t Qetii FulgoT ipfe n Majcftai Divinitatii occulta, quae 
etiam in human* Specie relucebac, n priipo ad Se vidcnce* 
tnhcK foterat AJ^edn. ^tm. in HMi. it. 
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firft light of this God inurnatc, engaged 
the Aficdiions of thofc who had thcHappi- 
nefi to behold him i " One might fee in 
" his Eyes (fays the fame Writer in another 
" * Place) a certain heavenly Brightncfs, 
" and the divine Majefty gave a raviflung 
" Glory to his Countenance. " -f- Then he 
inquires, by way of confcqucnce. Hew 
ttherwife could ht have attraUed the A- 
foftles with fi much eafe to fellow him? 
Hew could he have confomded thofe that 
came to apprehend him in the Garden of 
Olives, if he had not had fomething extra- 
trdinarjf in his "Perfoa ? 

% St. Chrjfefieme relates, that the Eyes of 
the People were nailed as it were to the 
Ferfon of our Redeemer in the moft eatneft 
manner, and that they were never weary 
in feeing and admiring liim. He was a moft 
graceful Perfon, and it was impoHible to 
behold him without Love and Wonder. 
In explaining the PtediOion of Ifaiahy 
He 

* In listt. ssl. II, ij. 

■\ EpiOol. ad FriDcipiam. 

t OnjM. \a Ffal. zlir. Sc in Mi. xliii. ia Vstt. riii. 
HttmiltS. 
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He hath no Farm nor Comethufs 5 take 
care, fays he, '* how you mifapply the 
" meaning of this Paffagc, as if any Defor- 
*' mity of Shape or Body were intended by 
" it. God forbid we fliould underftand it 
" in that Conftruaion, it fignifics no more 
« than the Contempt he exprelTed for all 
" that the World accounts valuable, and 
" the mean Condition in which he was 
■' pleafed to appear." St.* Btrnar J docs 
by no means queftion but that the Perfon 
of Chrift was divinely beautiful. " The 
»' People wete attra£led to this Holy Savi- 
" out in every Place where he preached, by 
" the fatpriTing Charms of the fcveral Gta- 
" ces which fllined in him, by the Sweet- 
" nefs of his Difcoutfe and the furprifing 
" Luftte of his Beauty ". f St. Bdfil ob- 
ferves, that the divine Majefty of the Child 
Jefus appeared manifeftly to the Wife-mea 
both in the Manger and the Cradle, that 
it ihone as it were thioi^h a ttanfparcnt 
Glafs, and might eafily be perceived bjr 
thofe who had the Eyes and the Heart 
pure. ^*" 

* S«al. I. In Fcfto qmoium S«»aonim. MhaMbwrtJw 
»akm p.tte It Arprtu dtlcaad. cuJusnioimnVia iato 



f BVftdehaman. auiftigener. idbcm. ^ . 
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T At HER Caltftet (a Writer of excellent 
Learning and great Judgment) iias a fliotc 
'Dijfertathn prefix'*! to his Comment on 
Jfn'tdh, conccruing the Beauty of Chrift's 
Body : He believes he was a very handfomc 
Pctfon, and, to confirm it, he introduces tljc 
Opinion of two Authors whofe Writings I 
cannot find % and therefore (to give all ad- 
vantage to tKis fide of the Queftion) 1 fhall 
tranfiatc the Paragraphs out of French, apd 
offer them to the Reader's Judgment in his 
own. Words. Aeirede, fays he, Abbot of 
Reverbj/ in the Dioccfi of Tork in England, 
who lived in the twelfth Age, delivers the 
Opinion of thofc Times concerning the 
Form of Chrift's Body : " When Jefus 
" was about twelve Vcars old, being with 
*' y^f'P^ ^"'^ '^^ '^^'y Virgin ac Jerufa- 
" lem (the Men being feparated from the 
" Women, that all might keep thcmfelvcs 
** in convenient Purity, aflift at the Holy 
'* Ceremonies>and partake of the Sacrifices) 
'* the Child went fometim^s into one 
** Company, and fpmetimes ittto another^ 
" being not yet obliged to obferve the Ri- 
" gour of the Law or Cufioms of his Na- 
" tion, by rcafon of his Age. His lovely 
" Bcatity 
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*' Beauty atid graceful Air charm'd and 6ii<^ 
, » gdged the Affeftions of all that faw him, 
** and happy was be that co^ld obtain the 
« ferour of his Company. When he was 
" with the Men, his Mother thought be 
" was with Jojeph i and agaiui Jefiph 
'* thoi^ht he was with Marjfi when lie was 
" not with him. This was the realbn they 
** did not perceive his Abfcncc in their re- 
*' turn till after the firfl Day of their Jour- 
*' ncy, *IbclieveruchaPcrfe&ionof Coe^ 
'' Icftial Grace (hone in that moft beautiful 
'* Ccmntenance, that it drew the Refpeft^ 
" raifed the Attention> and excited the Af- 
** fe^ions of all towards him. Obfetve, I 
" bcleech you, how he is hai'd, how he 
** is catch'd at. The old Men kifs him^ 
" the Young embrace faim, the Boys obey 
** him." 

The fecond Evidence is-fSt. Laurence 

. Jufiiniant Patriarch of Venicey who flou- 

E rifli'd 

* Cicdo in illo (peciciodiaia Vulta taDtamGruisE coeleltii 
fl^DCum refuirifle.utomaJainiD feconverteret Refpcfiuni, 
AudicuiD erigeret, exci»rec Afiefium : Cerne, qiwlb, quera- 
admodum ■ iingulis rapitu% a Gngulis trahitur! Scaes ofcul> 
taniui, amplc&antur Juvniet, Pueri obfcquuntur. Jttlrti. 
Serm. ieu Trad, de Jtfit duoden. Dominica infra OAar. 
Zfifh. 

\ iMtrmi Ji^Mm. Tnft. de CaSo Cotuubio 
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rtfh'd in the fifteenth Age. fVho was more 
tetutifiUthtn He i Who mere Kiodeft i Wh» 
mere wife? HewasUpright in hisMaimert, 
Grave in his Gaity Eloquent in hifDifteurfe, 
CircumjpeS in his Words, fever e in his C»r. 
reBims, Terfiujive in his Exhortations, /» 
his Converfation agreeable, venerable inaU 
hisCmduH i His Face was fall of Coodmfi 
and Medejljt, his HamilHy and Meeknefi 
made him amiable to all the World. His 
Lips were like Lillies from which dropped 
Milk and Honey, and revealed the Ways 
to eternal Life, his Mouth difcover'd what- 
ever was concealed in the Bottom of bis 
Heart. He comforted the AffiiSled, He 
fupported the Weak, He raifed the "Dead, 
He inftruBed the Unbelieving, He wan 
the AffeBion and EJl^em of all that af- 
froach'd him. Who would not be fierc'd 
through with Love, had he the Happinefs 
to fee the Word made Flejb upon the Earth, 
the Wifdom incarnate, the only Son of the 
Father, converfing with Sinners i Though 
this Author, fays Calmet, infiffls ptind- 
pally upon the Heart and Mind of our 
Saviour, yet he giycs Evidence enough, that 
he thought Chtift to be the handfomett of 
the 
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the Sons of Men. la (hoit, as he goes on^ 
the Ftadicc of all Charches which endea- 
vour to print and leprcfcnt him with all 
im^nable Beauty, fcem to prove, that it is 
an univetfal Opinion derived from the 
Tradition of Antiquity, like other Relati- 
ons of the fame nature, whofe Original 
cannot be traced. The Sentiments of thefc 
two Writers muft be founded upon the Au- 
thority of the Fathers abovementioned, and 
thexefoic can be no additional Evidence in 
this cafe. What they have added about the 
Beauty of Chiift, and the ftrange and fur- 
priiuig Effcds of it, is aflTcrtcd without 
Proof, and calculated only to raife the Pa& 
Hons of their Audience, to dilate the Soul 
into Raptures, and throw it into (troug 
Fits of Tranfpott and Contemplation. 

*St. ThemaSt as they call him,reafbns 
very fingularly upon the Subjcft of Chrift's 
Beauty. " Chrift, fays he, upon his Incar- 
*' nation, alTumed the common Incont'e- 
" niencics . of human Nature, infomuch 
*' that he made himfelf fubjcd to fuffet 
" Hunger, Thirft, Fatigues, the Ncccfllry 
E 2 "of 

" Jh»m. } PanCfQp. 14. Art. 4- 
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" of deeping i but he did not take upon 
'* him the Infirmities of priyate Men, Tuch 
/F as being lame, blind^ iick or defotmcd. 
" If it be faid, that tie fubmitted to thcfe 
'f out of Humility or Mortification, and to 
« iajisfy the Jufticc of his Father, and by 
*f his Example to make us defpife the Beauty 
" of the Body, as by his Poverty he taught 
'* us to difeftecm the Grandeur and Glory 
'f and Baches of the World i it might be 
" argued by the fame Reafon, that he thould. 
•' alfo have taken our Difeafes, our Wcak- 
*' ncffcs and private Diforders of Body^ 
** which is abfurd and ridiculous." 

I Must beg leave to diCTent from this 
^choff/mattf tho' his Opinion be followed 
by many fobcr TrBtfJiants. Kor can I 
think it a Diminution to the Honour of 
qur Saviour's Pcrfon, to fay, that he was 
liable to Pain, and the natural Diforders of 
a humap Body, in common with the reft of 
Mankind*. He partook in all things of 
the human Nature except Sin : The Dif- 
eafes 

* Mortals fibi Corpui alTiiinfit baud iniae Phantiimi, led 
tam obnoxiom Infirniititibus quain funt humana noltra. 
^sMiiut dc Pulchricudinc Chrifti. 
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e»&s that are the Confcquences o? Vice and 
Intcmpccance he could not fuffer, for he 
could not be guilty of the Caufe. But he 
might have had the Head-Ach, the Small- 
Pox or other Diftempers incident to Chil- 
dren as foon as born, tho' not mentioned 
by the EvangeliAs, as Circumftanccs of no 
moment, and for which he could fulFer 
no Reflexion or Contempt. When his 
Soul was exceeding forrewfut even unto 
'Death, and when he lay tinder that dread- 
ful Agony, as to fweat 'Drops of Bloo4i , 
riu whoic Frame of his Body muA have been 
in firong ConvulHons, he muft have felt 
great Pain at his Heart and Stomachy he was 
£iinting and dying away, which is attended 
Vith Qualms and Sickncfs almofl: infupport- 
ablc. It is the Doftrine of * our Church, 
that he didhuTtger andthirft, eat and drink, 
Jieep and wake, he wept, and forrowed, and 
JuffeT'd Death j what other thing did he 
eifi declare^ but only this, that he was 
ferfeSi Man as we are ? Chrift (fjys our 
fifteenth Article) in the Truth of cur Na- 
ture was made like unto us in all 'Things, 
Sin only except. He humbled himfelf {(^ys 
the 

* Tht Stth tf HaOiiUtt. Strmtn on tht Sativiiy. 
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the* ViTa^hnR) from f&eCendififftt efbeii^ 
Lord of ally to that of a SubjeBj and or- 
dinary Man i thus low was be By his In- 
carnation, in all the Nature, the outward 
deportment and Guife of a Man. fHe 
had the fame Nature that all Men are of 
confifting of a reafonable Soul and human 
Flejby with all the Faculties^ Members and 
§lualitieSy that iffe proper andejfentialto ei- 
ther of tbtm finely t or to both as united to- 
gether i as likewife, with all the Infirmities 
incident to Mankind in general, the whole 
Nature of Man Being as fully in him, as 
it was in the firfi Man Adam. 

The 'Perfon ofChrifij fay the Advocates 
on this iide> muft have been fomething 
graceful, elfc the fFoman that was cured of 
the Flux of Blood, would not have ercfted 
his Statue before the Door of her Houfe at 
+ Cafarea Thilippiy as a Tcftimony of her 
Gratitude. Had the Body and Afpe£t of 
her Saviour been difagreeablc or unhand- 
fome, 

* Hammond'i t^ratbrafi m Pl>%. ii. 7, 8- 

f B«veridge'i Cstubifm, Artit. mn wnt tt»etiv*d, 8cc. 

I Why this ai CteJarea Philippi ? H^riMi thit Otcurrtntt 

vftht W»M»«'i hialiag by th* Tanih *ftht Him af bit Gar- 

mntf ««i it CapeioaurD. Lightiooi'j Hitrmfy, ftl, EMt. 

f. JO I. 
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fome, inftead of doing Honour by this Ac- 
tion to her Bcnefaftor, ftic would have ex- 
pofed him to theDeriiion and Scorn of iiis 
Enemies. This Story is thus related by 
* Ettfekius i " At this Woman's Houfe are 
" to be feen,the itluftrious Monuments of 
*' our Saviour's Beneficence towards her i 
'' for near the Gate of her Houfe, it is faid, 
" ftands upon a Pillar of Stone, the Eifi- 
** gies of a Woman in Brafs kneeling' on 
« her Knees, and flretchiog forth her Hands 
** forward in the Form of a Suppliant : 
" On the other fide oppofite to it, flood 
** another Image of a Man made of the 
" fame Metal, ftanding upright, decently 
•* drcffcd in a {hort Vcflurc, and ftretching 
" forthhis Hands towards theWoman,which 
" Statues continued till my Time, Atwhofc 
" Feet, upon the Bafc of the Pillar, 'tis faid, 
" fprings up a ttrange Herb, which grows 
*' up to the Skirt of his brazen Doublet,, 
** and is a ptcfent Remedy to remove 
'* ali forts of Difeafcs : They fay, that this 
" Statuereprcfcttted our Saviour. Nor need 
** it 

• F<#«. Ecdrf Hift. lib. 7- cap. 1 8. Muliw ilU qui Sao- 
goiai) profluvio Uborabat «b eo Saniuti reftituta, iplius ln>*- 
giacro, Tcluci iccepium Bcncficiiim Kfcreiu, exfculpfii. JW- 
DM/'cta. ia Vica Sttfluui. 
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« It feem a Wonder that th<: ancient Gefij 
" tiles, who received Benefits from our Sa-* 
** viour, did thcfc things ; fincc that we 
" have fcen the Pidurcs of his Apoftles,- 
" ^eter and Taul^ and of Chriji himfelf, 
'< drawn in Colours and preferred till 
** our Days." 

Another Citation is produced fronC 
the fame Hiftorian> in vindication of Chrift's 
Beauty. * Eufebius writing to the Empreft 
Ctmjlantia, who dciired him to fend bet 
an Image of Chtlft } returns this Anfwer i 
" Bccaufc you have written for me t<y 
" fend you the Image of Chrift, I would 
** gladly know what Image you are cn- 
** quiring for i Whether it be that true and 
" unchangeable Nature, bearing the Cha-^ 
** rafter and Similitude of the Perfbo of 
" the Father, or it be the Image of the 
** Shape of a Servant which Chrlft took 
" upon him for our fakes i As concern" 
** ing his divine Nature, I hope you are 
'* not foUicitous about the Image of that, 
** being fufficiently inftrufted, that no Man 
" knoweth the Father except the Son, and 

* Sit Willcfj S^nopfis Papifini. f. 4/9, 
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" no Man kno^cth the Soft except the 
" Father But if you defirethc Similitude 
" of Mall's Nature, wherewith he cloathed 
" himfelf for out fakes ; undcrftand, that 
" the Splendor and fliining Brightnefi of 
" his Glory cannot be rcprefentcd with 
" dead Colours and Ihadowed Figures, for 
" even his Difciplcs on the Mountain were 
" not able to abide the Brighlnefs efhis 
" Jhi»mg Fact I how much lefs are we able 
" to endure the celeflial Splendor of his 
" glorified Body!" 

Of the fame force is the Evidence dedu^ 
ced from the Piaure oSCirifl, that was f« up 
By jliexmder Severus among his fal& Dei- 
ties and great Heroes. " This Emperor, (ays 
" * LamfritiiuSt had in his private Gra- 
^< tory, within his Court, the Images of the 
" fcveral Deified Emperors of the bed Note, 
** and of the greateft Virtue, together with 
" which he had the Images of other pi- 
** ous Men^ whom he refpeded as Gods t 
*' and among the reft, wire jipottenius 
" Tyanaus, Chrifiy Abraham, Orpbeui, as 
'* likewife the Images of his own AnccAors. 
F " Hither 

* umfrUiiu in MixmAi. 
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«' Hither in the Morning early, if he had 
« leifarc, he retired to perform his Dcvo- 
" tions." 

* ThaphyUa fpeaks of a Chriftian Wo- 
man, of the Sea ol the fCurptcratioHS, 
who ptcfcrved the Image of Cirift, with 
thofe of Homer and Tythtgorts s (he 
(hew'd it pubiiclLly abroad, and caufcd it 
to be adored. 

XUlR.Gregory, a learned Writer of our 
own Nation, takes notice of a Jewel or Me- 
dal, that reprefents the Image of our Saviour 
in hisyMmger'D/tjrSj with this Inlcription, 
I. K. &. lignifying, Incrvs ^piT&* 9<@^ 
preferved at tliis time in the Archives of 
the Frncb King. But thcfe Citations ta- 
king no notice of our Saviour's Beauty, can 
be 

* TlHtflylM3 in LHtmm: Uabent CMrftcrtiluutt dcpiAai 
CtdoribQi Inngiaet, qutAm etiim larett aut ar^tns, vcl 
«i alii Materia fiAas, quai efie Jefu Effigies affirmant, eas 
deoiquc a Poniio Pilato ad Chrifti fimilitidinem effiOai quo 
tempore inter Homines degebai : lai ejufinodi Imagines oc- 
cukaf fcabenl nee non Sc Philoii>pliorum qnorundam. nt t^ 
tbagtr^ thtvm, Arifit$dit, ilionimque qtubua eai tpaiixi 
Chriffi Effifi:iet mUcent 8c ere&ai fimul. omnei adoraot. ad e- 
tjqiw GtiiDlHim ritoi inAituant. ^km. lib. i . de Hcteff 



f Htntidu that mt^xti^'i ik»t Cbrifi mu M mm Um^ 
OtSn if ]okph. 
+ Gitgarfimrihf. 150. 
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be noTcftimpny in this Place.' " NoPic- 
<* wrc, (Giys * Calraet) Statucsi nor even 
<* Medals, decide cUhei in favour of the 
*' Beauty or Deformity of Jejur Chrift : 
" There are no ancient Pi£hires, no authen- 
" tick Defcriptions, no certain Monuments 
" which have prefetvcd to us the Figure 
" and Shape of out Redeemer. The Sta- 
*' tuc credcd by the Woman of Ctefarea^ 
** the Pidure fet up by Alexander the Son 
" of Mammaa, that fent to Abgarus by 
** Chrift himfclf, the Image preferv'd by 
" the Carpocratian Woman, all thefe we 
«' regard as nothing, fince they arc now no 
*' more, and no Author has left us any De- 
" fcription concerning them. " 

'Pilatey fay the Tefijb Writers, repent- 
ed of the Sentence pronounced upon our 
Saviour, when he fmso the Beauty of his 
Body hanging upon the Crefs. -f- Admi' 
ring (fay they) the Form of his Body, he 
repented i % Beholding the Symmetry of his 
V 2 Mem^ 

* Calinn'j Dijftrt»tita btftrt Iliiali. 

t tiUtMt Formam Chrilli Crucifiii in Admirarione habens, 
TcGpifcit. y^rin. itiMut. xxvii. 

4: Mcnibroium Symn]etiiifiiconfpicient,Srat'entiimd^Io- 
I3T, 8c Uxoris Monitioacm fccun recoltt. TiUtiaM»it. 
xxvii SdcA. OblcTvtt. 
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Members, he lamented the Sentencii and 
recelle^edthe framing of his Wife. The 
Kepentance of 'Pilate is founded upon a 
l.ettci Tent by that Governor to TikeriuSf 
many pretended Copies of which are ex- 
tant, but cfteemed o^ no Authority among 
learned Men. * Fhrentinns gives an Ac-; 
count of One. *f- I^egefifpus of a Second -, 
and I Sextus of Sienna of a Third. All 
arc much to the fame purpofe, and equal- 
ly exploded : That of FUrentinus, more 
particularly intimating the Repentance of 
Vilatfy is here inferted. 

dilate to Tiberius Csfatt Greeting. 

« Tesus Christ, whom I memioned 
^< aJ to you in my laft^ was at length ex- 
" ccuted at the Importunity of the Jevfs« 
** but againft my WiU or Confeot. One 
" certainly ncy^r faw, nor fhall fee a Man 
*} of Ficty and Integrity equal to his. But 
** the People with their Scribes and Elders, 
*' refolving upon hi$ Death, tiave at laft 



* f/wmtla. VMrtp', p. iij. 

t ^'S*fit- ^^ ExcidJo UrUt lerolbl/in. AtucephalsEOs. 
p. UII. 

^ ^ S(xf. SmtfaJ. bMoth, Sta&. U >. p. loo. 
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f^ crucified this Preacher, as their Prophcfs 
"^ and out Sibyls had foretold. While tic 
" was faftnedtothe Crofs, many Prodigies 
" were fccn, which in the Opinion of the 
** Philofophers, threatned the World with 
" immediate Ruin. This Mate's Difciplcs 
'' remain with us at prefent, and they are 
** fo far from being a Reproach to their 
^* Mafler's Sanftity,_that by their Conduft 
" and good Life they do him honour. If 
f 1 had not apprehended a Mutiny among 
" the People, this pious Perfon perhaps 
** fhould have been (till alive ; and tho' I 
" did not make all the Oppofition I was 
** able, to prevent his Enemies from appre- 
" bending him, yet I dcliver'd him to 
** them, much againft my IncHnatioui and 
^* it. was only the Fear of cxpofing my 
f' Dignity, which obHged me to abandon 
" the Blood of this Juft Man to the Ma- 
f* lice of his Enemies. It is true, he was 
5' innocent of the Crimes he was char- 
ts gcd with, but, according to the Holy 
** Scriptures, he ought to die for oiir Good, 
if Farewell.;'; 

This 
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This Letter carries the face of Fallhood. 
The Writer fpeaks more like a Chriftian 
than a 'Pagan, and a ftnall tafte of Antiqui- 
ty will difcover, that this Piece- is of no 
Authority. Neither the Tutn> nor the Man- 
ner, nor the Style of it^ come nigh the Force, 
the Purity and Elegance, that Perlbns of 
Confidecation wrote with In the Time of 
Tiberius. Befides, no one of tbefe Pieces 
make the leaft mention of the Beauty ef 
Chrift's Body j and from the general Cha- 
rader of Tilate, there is fmall Encourage- 
ment to conclude any thing about his Re- 
pentance. * Hegeji^pus fays, that he was 
Fir nequam & parvifaciens Mendacium • 
A wicked Man, that made little Confcicncc 
of a Lye. The Account of him is, that 
he fucecedcd Gratus in the Government 
of Judaa, managed it with great Trouble 
and Oppreffion upon the, Nation j was put 
out of his Authority by VttetliuSy and fent to 
Rome to anfwer foi his Crimes, where 
filing into many Miferies, he killed him< 
felf with his own Hands ; the common and 
dcfpcratc Roman Remedy againft Diftrcfs. 
The 

* De Ejtcid. Jtruf. lib, ». cap. $. 
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The Authorities already produced, re- 
late in general to the Beauty of Chrift's 
Body I they fhew, that he was a very grace- 
ful Man, with Majcfty and Goodncfs in his 
Countenance, with bright fiiining Eyes, and 
a Form every way agreeable. But we have 
feen nothing concerning his Height, his 
Size, Complexion, and other Circumftan- 
ces, that may give us a juft Idea of his 
Ferfon, and would afford great Fleafure in 
difcovcring if the Teftimonics that follow 
could be depended upon. 

The Corrcfpondence between our Sa- 
viour and Abg^us or Abagarus King of 
Edejja, is introduced in Teftimony to con- 
firm the Beauty of Chrift's Pcrfon. This 
Prince was contemporary with our Lord, 
and heard of his Miracles, which induced 
him to invite him to his Court by the fol- 
lowing Letter j and with the MeflTcngcr 
he Cent a Painter to draw hii^PiSiure. Our 
Saviour approving the Fakh and Zeal of 
thb Prince, is faid to have fent him his 
Figure, with the following Anfwet : 



Ahgarus 
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Ab&arus King of Edejfut 

To the Gracious Saviour Jesus, who haj 
taken Flcfti upon him, in the Country 
of Jerufalemt Greeting. 

I Have been informed of the^ Miracles 
and wonderful Cures which you per^ 
form by healing the Sick without Herbs 
or Medicines i and the Report is, that 
jfou reftore Sight to the Blind, that yat 
cleanfe the Leprous^ that you cafi forth 
*X>evils and malignant Spirits^ that /«■ 
reftore Health to thofe that have ma^ 
Tears languijbed under tedious and incura- 
ble *T>ifeafts, and raife the 1>eadt9 Lifd 
Underjlanding thefe things of joUj I be^ 
Ueve^ that you are either God himfelfwhd 
has vouchsafed to defcend from Heaven^ 
or elfe that you are the Son ofGod, to be able 
to work fuch Miracles as thefe t for which 
Heafbn, I have prefumed to fend fou this 
EpiftlCi mofi affe&ionatcly befeeching ym^ 
that you would give your felf the trouble 
of coming to me. J know the Jews to be^ 
your 7erfecutors, that they murmur at your 
MiracleSy aad lie in wait for your 2)if- 
firu^iion. 
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jlruBim. 1 have here a City both beau- 
tiful and eommodiousj which the' it be 
but fmall, however willaffordus allthings 
that are necejfary. 

The Anfwer of Jesus Christ. 

YO U are happy, O Abgarus, in that 
you have believed in me, although 
you never faw me; for it is written, that 
thiy whobeBive in me without feeing me. 
Shall befaved. As for your.Requefi, that 
I would came to fee you, 1 am to let you 
underjland, that all thofe things for which 
lamfmt, mufl be accomplijbed in the Coun- 
try where 1 am ; and after all things are 
by me fitlfillid, I mujl return to him that 
fent me : However, after my Afcenjion, I 
will fend you one of my l)ifciples, who 
Jtall deliver you from your punfiWDifeafe, 
andjbew both your felf and allyour Friends 
the Way to Life eternal. 

THElAiiihot!t7 of thefe Letters have 

been difputed ) * Eufebius affirms, that he 

copied them from the Records of the Citjr 

a of 

• antttfUligim, fctali t.Ki/li. Bin 1. 1. c. j/j 
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of Eit£i, and tranflatcd them out of the 
ChtUee. Both Tafip *nd Trttiftants 
ate divided in their Opinion concerning 
them. Rivet, B« Vin, Sfanhetm, and 
others, think them fuppolilitious ; and • Ed- 
Tomus himfelf confefTcs plainly, that after 
he had examined the force of all the Rca- 
fons in Defence of thefe Epiftles, he can- 
not aflctt any thing concetning the Truth 
of them : But Di. Ctme, in his Hijlma 
Literttria, is of a conttaty Judgment $ as 
alfo y«r/8», in lus Vindication of Sgna- 
fius. But whatever becomes of thefe E- 
piflles, they make no mention of the Picture 
of Chrifi i that feems to have been foifted 
into the Story by -|- Eva^rius, and John 
of 

* Epillolx Jginri ad Chri^um, tx Ctnlfii ad Agtsfum vi- 
cifliin datz, Fidem haAcnui ^ud probos Sc grarei fec^cre 
nulUm i ArapIilTifflus certc Coodit«r AniMliiim SsramMrPOft- 
^lum tentacii ubkjue (^ationibos, nihil adfhul pofTe aaimadver- 
tit> apntiffime dcclarat noUe fe de illarum Veritite prie&afe 
.quicqaam. Rigttliius de Pulcliritiidine Chrifti. 

ShgitMS.f^t Du Pin, (firf imr £»VM«r th« M« ki^tfhV 
Xmg&m. It Ml Mt letk likily. that » Pann £bif fitmld 
writ* MJiir th»t manntr ; i$fiJts thi Tirmi tflht iMttri fJv* 
tctafion tt eonitSnu thtf sw« catmHtftitti; hhnxoi fft»kt 
t* lefut Chrilt, likt an* wh» wi fitniimctd tf Mf Divmim i 
Mi im tb* ^F^ir thm ii m jtUt^ t» iht tftrdt rf Jefis 
Chiia tt St. Tbpmu, BleOed arc thole who ban ok icon 
■Vd tuTebellOTed: whichlMd »»tyit h*itp^grimttt»Mttht 
that wj!>M Jcfua Chn& it fiiffpfi J tt hm/t writ ttm Ut$tr. 
at Pm't Hiaory of tbc Cbutcb, chap. 5. 

t Lib. j.c. S. 
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of * ^amafcus, without any Authority from 
ancient Records. The Greeks however 
believe it, and at this tiiMc obfcrvc a Fcf- 
tival, which they call the Tranjlathn of the 
Tiiiure. 

Well! the moft excellent Painter in 
the City came to our Saviour, but as foon 
as he caft his Eyes upon him, he was To 
dazled and adohifhed with the Splendor 
and Brighmefs, which (hone and glittcr'ct 
upon his Face, that he dropt his Pencil, and 
was oblig'd to dcfift. But Jeftis Xlhrifi rc- 
folv'd to fatisfy the King's Devotion, tobk 
up the Painter's Canvas, or another Pi^cc 
of Cloth, and after he had wafhcd it, ap- 
plying it clofe to his Face, imprclTed his 
Portrait upon it, which he Tent to Abgarus, 
The King of ^erjia likewife, (fays Ri. 
cephwm in the fame Place) fent the beft 
Fainter in his Dominions, to draw the 
G s PiSurc 

* IMm»fen. dc Fide Oithodou, 1. 4;c.-t'7. Ntttfh. Ee> 
<W. Hift. f. 1. c. 7. 

Z]Mi Writtr win wmitrfully tMiged tt th* Virgin Marj, fir 
i^m will itlkvt tht jbubtr »f his l^)hi, HmU hUg cut e/ 
Mri&*Siraceos,/«r hu^*^»»»fth*Chr^Mnri$iih,htfr»y- 
■ mg btfirt th* Virpn Marf, »ndjhn>hig hi$H»mleut if, fiJl 
mfiNf, Mtid swMking; ftmd ^ hMuljiiiuA tt hit Ar» »g»h§, 

Synopfis raptlmi, f,Sy. 



■ ii,Google 



(4+) 

Pidure of Chrif and his Mother, which. 
was done, and this Account is prefcrv'd ill 
the Records of the City of Edeffa. Cre- 
dat yudaus ! I believe the bare relating 
of this Story will appear a fufficient Con.- 
futation of it. * If you will give Credit 
to a Topijb Do£ior, there is an Impteinoa 
of our Saviour, made upon thc^ne Linnm . 
in which his Body was wrapt, and is now. 
prcferv'd.and to be feen in the Cuftodyof 
the mofl Serene Duke of Savoy : This, it 
feems, you are to believe, on pain of Dam- 
nation. ^ Marianus Scotus, in the £- 
leventh Century, invented a Story like 
this J that among the Religious Women, 
who fiood lamenting about the Crois of ■ 
Chrifit there was one yitronica, who wi- 
ping the Blood and Sweat from his Face 
with 

* Ib Syndooe illi rounds in qna ob7oIamm in Morte ejus 
Chrifti Corpus legimiu, decliiunteiii fui Corporis Foimftm 
& ££giem relinauici quam adhuc apud Catholicum ac Sete- 
BilCmum Sabaudix Ducem TdJerriom non ignoramus. Quit 
hoc inficere negarereaat reprobaTe aadeat aifi & aegetChri& 
turn, & rcproMtnt fit & Chriao ? OtftUn in Aica Saluti^ 
pag. 87. 

f S*rry Eurdncionet Hiftoricx, ^. 370. 

A SftcM DtvtMt WamM» tMlCd Veronica, ruehtthhimil 
H»'iJkercfnef u wif Ins Faei vitM, bt'mt mU imbrnii vitb 
SmtMt Mni Bltti. Oar Uri gmilk h§r tb§ HimdkiTchief m- 
gain, vttjtul, {,iu m^htittMftSU) ita Mtlfi^.miiJiHit.ttt 
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with a piece of Linnen, flie found the. ex- 
aft Reprefcntation of his beauifiil Counte- 
nance impreffcd upon it. One of thcfc facred 
Rags, you may fee, if you picafe, in the 
Vatican at Rome \ another at JerufaUm > 
and a third at lernes in Spain. Whereas, 
this whole Relation is owing to the moft 
profound Stupidity, the * Name being fi^i- 
tious, and taken from Vera Icon, which 
figaifies the true Im^e of Chrift, of which 
they have very learnedly made the Name 
of a Woman : And accordingly there arc 
religious Societies, called The Holy Nuns 
of Veronica, in many of the 'Popifb Coun- 
tries, and the Original Cloth is to be fecn 
in each of them. 

•J'There has been a Letter often print- 
ed, and faid to be written by Lentulus, 
the Pto-Conful of Judaa when our Savi- 
out was upon Earth, to the Roman Senate, 
giving a very exaft Dcftrtption of the Perfon ^ 
of Chffji. f* There has a Mah, fays he, 
" ap- 

* Vtrniiat idem Saofi ic two Im»z», igoiriautcm Vtrfm- ■ 
e»M Nomen efle eiiftiraarunt noa Imagiiiu Sudario impreSk, 
fed Mulierii geOantU ImigtMtn. Hioc orU SSnds Vtriaiet, 
qusB nunquam in Codo, vcah ct aunquain iub Cttlq tiiiCl 
Strry Exercitar. HifloTic. p. 370. 

■f fabris. Open, Tom. a. p. 486, 487. 
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*' appeared here, who is fiill living, named 
** Jefus Chrift, whofc Power is cxtraor- 
'' dinary ; He has the Title given him of 
*' the great Prophet, his Difdplcs call him 
** the Son of God. He. raifes the Dead, 
*' and heals all forts of Difeafes. He is a 
*' tall well-proportion'd Man j there is an 
** Air of Serenity in his Countenance, 
" which attracts at once the Love and Re- 
^'.vercncc of tbofc who fee him. His 
** Hair is of the Colour of new Wine, from 
" the Root to his Ears, and irom thence 
" to the Shoulders it is curled, and falls 
" down to the lowed Part of them. Upon 
** tlic Forehead it parts in two, after the 
« manner of the Nazarenes. His Forc- 
<< head is flat and fair, his Face without 
** any Defe^ and adorned with a very gtac«- 
" ful Vermilion. Hb Ait is majcflick and 
" agreeable. His Nofe and his Mouth are 
<' very well proportioned, and his Beard Is 
<' thick and forked, of the Colour of his 
" Hair i his Eyes are grey and exceeding 
*^ lively i in his Reproofs he is terrible, but 
** in his Exhortations and Inftrudions amia- 
(' blc and courteous. There is fomething 
^ wonderfully chaimiog in his Face, with ^ 
** Mi*tur5 
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" Miiture of Gravity. He is never feen to 
« laugh, but he has been obfcrv'd to weep j 
« he is very ftrait in Stature ; his Hands 
" are large and fpteading, and his Aims ve- 
" ly beautiful ; He talks little, but with 
*' great Gravity, and is the handfomeU Man 
" in the World. " 

Notwithstanding the Authority 
of this Piece has been fo often and fo fuftlf 
exploded, yet from this Defcription the 
Viffures and 'Pmntings of Chrijl's Perfon 
have been ehiefly taken, both among P^ 
fifts and Tniefimts. " The Forgery of 
" this Letter, [iys*'Du Tin, is apparent} 
" for it is pretended to be writ by i.ntM- 
" lus Governor of Jerufalem, tho' he ncvqc 
<' was lb } it is infcrib'd to the Senate and 
" People of RmUt whereas, ever iince 
" there were Emperors, it was the general 
" Cuftom, for Governors of Provinces tp 
« write immediately to them. Befides,the 
" Contents of it are trifling, there is a 
" mean iDefcription of our Lord's PerCon, 
" at particularly, that his Hair was of a light 
" Colour, long and flowing as the NasM- 
" rites wore it. The Style of it is likcwife 
■^ ~ " ^ ' " « far 

• Cent. 1, 
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" far from the Purity and Elegance of the 
*< jiuguftan Age ; in (hort, this Letter is not 
« mentioned by any ancient Writer. " I 
might add, that this Account does not de- 
fcribe a handfome Pcrfon, according to the 
Taftc of Beauty among the Jews. Long 
Hair was never cfteemcd graceful with them, 
nor is the Colour agreeable. In this cafe, 
the Jews had ttie fame Notion with the 
old * Romans. Black curled Hair was the 
moft beautiful. The Spoufe in the Canti- 
cles had Bup}y Locks ^ and black as -a 
Raven, 

Op the fame we%ht in this Difputc, 
will be the Evidence that follows from 
Kicephorus dUifttts^ a Writer in the four- 
teenth Century ; which however will be of 
this ufe, to fhew u$| what Conceptions 
the Greek Church entertained in that Age 
concerning the Beauty of our Lord's Bo- 
dy, "f He fays, that St. Luke drew the 
Pifturcs 



t Iffivf^.Ecdef. Hia. lib.i.cap. 1]. 

Jiear£oi1y mU tht riattrii And Fumtrngi tf thii Evange- 
Bft rtfrtfnt Inm with « PtKil a*d Caitun Jrttmxi tit 
VMtrf»mm»4iMtdb0 it thtr^t ttl*h$tii (H Ike Qnai 
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Piautes oijefus Chrift, his blcffed Mother, 
and the Apofiles^ and by that means their 
Images rcprefcntcd to the Life were fcat- 
tered over all the Earth. Accorditig to this' 
Hift&rian, Chriji was very beautiful in the 
Face, and about * feven Foot high ; his 
Hair was inclining to be very fair, not thick' 
but a little curled, his Eye-brows were 
black, and did not form exactly a Semi- 
crccle. His Eyes were large, lively and fomc- 
thing yellowilh j his Nofe long, his Beard 
black and pretty fhort i but he Vl'ore his 
Hair 

T»tTtn ifiht TMinteri thrtughaut Chriftendom, upm thi Day 
tfhii Ttftivul. Tt» may fit tamny OrigbtAL (41 thiy fretiuj) 
if this fiattrt, in/evral fIjuii ia iTilxj iMttbi mtfifanuHi 
hlu^i up in tht Vaticaa. It rtpnftnii tht Virgin Mary with 
»HT Saviour fying m hir L»f. 

" ^tUT Stvioiir had tttn from Fetlhigh, Zaccheus wmU 
Arv* hMd »a etctfah la hvat dimPJ nf iiUa tb* Syeanwt Trn 
ttfn him; nor wtuU Cbrift h*v bm eiligtd (m thi Ttxt 
f»l),Laltex\x. i,(^e.)io]ookufiaerdirtedifievtr him. Ri- 
gakiui ad fin. Obfcryat. ad OffruutHm. 

jlbbat Boileau, m Frenchman, aaduJti that Jefus wmi * 
iittU 4f«o, frim tht Sttry #/ tht Fnilicit», who. as he nndt 
tht Ttxt, [aught It ftt Jcfus vht hi »as, and ctuld not for tht 
Vrifi, htciufi ht, {jefus) v«i littlt ef Slaturt. This Ktading. 
hi f»fi, it ni Hay farttd, tho' again/ ihi giatral Stnft ef Ex- 
fafitiri. Otimit Critic. Di&iixia.r. the mrd Jcfus. Our 
Hikewill likewift thftrvts, Hii StKurewai not exceflivc in 
Height, for then Zaechtui needed not to have aonc up to a 
Tree to have {cen him, jlfglagy fir the Prsvidtilce of GbJ, 
tuc. f.x\6. 

Thi liMrntd Dr. HikewiU In Ini fameui AfaUgy, rimarkt 
tiffn thit Ftiffagi tf Nktphaiai, that himakti the St/ituri 0/ 

H Chriji 
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Kair long, for the SciflTars had never 
been ufed upon his Head, nor had the 
Hand of any one touched him, bcfides that 
of his Mother the Virgin^ when he was 
as yet a Child. His Neck was not ftifF,- 
nor his Carriage lofty or proud. He 
fiooped a little with his Head. His Com- 
pletion wasalmoftof the Colour of Wheat ^ 
his Countenance neither round nor Ourp, 
but like his Mother's fomething longifh^ 
and pretty much upon the Vermilion. Gra- 
vity, Prudence, Mceknefs and Clemency 
were painted in his Face i in a word, he rc- 
fcmbled pctfcftly his divine Mother, 

To have a juft Idea of the Sentiments 

of this Writer concerning the Bvdj of 

Chrififii fcems neccflary to introduce the 

Dc- 

(Arifi ij Trt^tim n h»vt hn {if Langus rmJtri him right) 
td Pilmos prorrui fcpiem, full frum HmJs Brtadth \ whifh 
Ltngth, »lUwhig ^ur H»»ii Brttith to tht Ft»t, teterdingto 
thtufiuU Atttnnt, wamti tni H*>tJ Brtadth tf tva fetf ; tht Si»- 
turief* Dw»rf^tht te»JlSix.e. Bmt ifijf Pilmot he mrmnt 
Spam, ■mhtTtffmbtHi thrti mskt up !■»» FMt,Ji liktwift tauldhi 
ttititfmr Tttt »ad »Sf»n leng, tti Jhart » StMmrt fer « eemtU 
Bnfy,fueh m vm m*y well »ad pifffi/ cimaiv* he had; and itjMMU 
film by that Bf tht AfefiU, tilt vte come toaperftifl Man, un- 
to the Mcafure of the Stature of the ^a\ne^oiCiai&. that hu 
Statmri-mai comtUat and ptrf»Si, ntt txceJpvtinHtight, nar ytt 
vtry JiJiSivt, that ha-u'mg btin apt te txpefi him lo Sctrn and 
Btrifioa. Apology of the Power and Providence of God in the 
GoreromenC of the World. Book 3. Scft. t. 
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DcfcriptioB he gives of the Virgin Mary^ 
which follows ; " She was of a moderate 
" Stature, or, according to feme, a little bc- 
" low the ordinary Size of Women. Her 
** Complexion was of the Colour of Wheat, 
** her Hair fair, her Eyes lively, the Eye- 
** ball yellowifh or olive-colour, but Eycr 
" brows black and femicircular ; her Nofc 
'* fQmewhat long, her Lips red, her Hands 
" and Fingers large, her Air grave, fimple 
f' and ipodeA, her Cloaths neat, without 
'* any Piide or Oftentation, and of thena- 
« tural Colour of the Wool.'* This Ac- 
count bears fome Refemblance to an Opi- 
pior^ amtwg the cyEgypti^s^ concerning 
the beautiful Pctfon gf a Ftrgm that was 
to conceive, which is mention'd by * Met- 
fer in his Leificon. 

The Dcfcriptionof the Virgin Jl/^ry given 

by Nicephorus is modeft enough, confidcr- 

ing it was his own Invention, and no way 

H 2 fup- 

* Mgyttmum Degmt tjl, Orirur in primo Virgiiit De- 
CIQO Puclla Arabic^ led eorrapte.diiij Aderenofi, h. •:. Virgo 
round), inigniiici, immaculata, Corpotc decora, Vdcu vc- 
nufta, Habiru modefla, Critic prollxo, Minn duai Arillas le- 
nent fupra {blium aulxatum relidcni, Piterum nutrient tc 
Jure pifceoj. Hec Vntra /ignificatur JESUS ^kiw Crtit 
Ctiriltum dlcnnt. Merceri Lexicoii, p. tBip- 



n,<jr.=^i by Google 



(-50 
fupported by Antiquity ; but the Modern 
Tapifis arc fat from being plcafed with 
this mean and fiat Reprefentation, and 
therefore to make her in fome meafure a 
proper Oh)cQi of their Idolatrous Devotion, 
they have wonderfully dignified and ad- 
vanced her Charafter. " Whatever (fays 
" * one of them) the Creator faw beau- 
" tiful in Heaven or Earth, he beflowed in 
" the Limning of this rate Piece, not that 
*' fhc might be fliledthemoft fair amongft the 
" Daughters of Women, but by a heaven- 
" iy Prerogative, the alone Fair, the alone 
" Lovely. Look how many Parts, fo ma- 
" ny Arts you might difcern of the Celeflial 
'* Limner. And this is no way repugnaiit 
•' to Reafbn it fclf, for if Chrift was Fair a- 
" bove the Sons of Men, fhould not fhe 
" be fo above their Daughters, fince from 
" her alone he received his Flcfli ? Gregory 
" Nazianzen proclaims, that fhe furpafTcd 
*' all Women in Lovelinefs. Andreas 
** fays, that fhe was a Statue carved by 
" God's own Hand. Others, of thofc firfl 
« and purer Times, not without Admira- 
*' tion 

• 5« th* Lift tftht y^im Mary, ■m'mtn Bjf Anthony Staf- 
fyi- 1- »■ 3> &f' 
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^ rion ob&rve, that God was almoft fifty 
" Ages in the Meditation of the Strufturc 
*f of this ftately Palace. And truly our 
" Belief may eafily digeft this, that his 
*' Omnipoterjcy would make her fit to be 
'.' the Mother of his Son, Emprefs of this 
" lower World, and the bleffed Conduit, 
" through which (hould pafs the My(tery 
^* of Man's Redemption. Her excellent 
" Temperature, her Conformity of Mem- 
" bers, her firm and conflant Complexion 
*' freed her from all Contagion and Dil^ 
'f cafes. She was no othet than a walking 
*' Spring. Such Variety of fwect Odours 
** her very Pores breathed out on all that 
" came near her, as we read of Ale^an- 
*f der's living Body, and the <i^gyptian 
" Carcafes, which by a thin fpare Diet ob- 
" ferv'd in Life, even after Death fent forth 
" a moft fwect Perfume. Her chafte Eyes 
" fent forth fuch divine Beams, (that though 
" hei Lovelinefs moved not only all Minds 
" to honour her, and all Eyes to gaze on 
" her) yet they never kindled an unholy 
** Fire in the moft adulterate Bofom. She 
" conceived, and bore her Son not only 
*• without Pain, but with infinite Delight. 
" She 
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* She was not only without Bkmifh, but 
« her very Looks fcnt forth fuch heavenly 
'• Rays, that whofocvcr beheld them, drew 
" thence a Vcftal Fire that never vent our, 
■" and vowed «i cvcrlafting Virginity. ** 
'*' Thcle and fuch like, are the Dclcriptionis 
of the Virgin Mary^ to be met with in alt 
the Writers of the JXomiJh Communion. 
They are believed as rigidly as Articles of 
faith, and to deny them, is the higheft de- 
gree of Wickedncis and Blafphemy. 

Many Piftutcsof the Virgin are fliewn 
to this day, taken as is pretended from the 



itf uU tbt ExeilltaeUi rfSatmi »nd Crae* fe0U, mndwUth 
miy if nfftmiM im th* Bt/om *fent furi Crtatmrt, vbntijf 
JhtJhenU bietmt tht aw/l mijitutt EgiS tfbit Ptwir. andm^ 
ifetmflijhid ImMgi tf bit G$tJ»tff. t»r Jh»uld J vMtk tbr^ 
thi v«j( KtgUm af tit f,Umin Saints, tbt Ttiitt ani Hitrsr- 
tbi*i tftht jfjt^t, »nd tbt MitUiu GarJtns sni Sfrhtgt of 
Graci adW Vtrtut, Hotf Mftry b»tb tbt tulaifi tftbtm all. Sh§ 
ii laritbtd vitb ibt cbvictft Gifts rf S»tmri mndCraet.fmtMiU 
M thi vuffaili Diputy. MwdfinguUr Vrivtltg$ efhtr iitiinm 
Matanity, Mnd wai thtrifort aJtrtttd mtb « meft itniftrm Tem- 
ftr if aUf, amd Harmtm if th TaJJans ^ btr Mad. Th§ 
Saiitts ttaftfi btr It 6t thiir Sufrime Lady and tatrtmfi, and 
ibtr^tdtth tbt Hily CatMick Churcb rtqutftbtr Inttrcejpon 
tmd PnteSiBO tvtr all Bititviri, tbrtugb tacb Mtmtnt ^ Lift 



ttitd at lb* Hour ef Dtalh, ty Inffiratitn af tbt Holy Gbtft, 
rnidiitg 19 all Trtitb ; iieaufi fit* ii ibtMathiT ^Gtd, andvith 
btr all Chriftiani v»» Oiiditnct, Ftally ttnd H»m»ii tt btr 



I ta tbtir Smprtntt Gtvtrittfi. litgt Ltufy Mtid Mvtcatt. 
Con rem pl« ion I on the Life and Glory of H0I7 Uary, frifact, 
Mdtattt 10, 21. V 
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original Defaiption of Nicepbonts i and at 
Rcme is now to be fcen (if you'll believe 
it) a Painting of the Holy Virgin holding 
the child Jf/us in her Arms, drawn by St. 
Luke himfelf. The Gre^k Church depend- 
ing upon the Authority of this Writer, 
(hew many Paintings by this Evangelift^ 
wiitch they adore and worfhip with divine 
Honours. But as * Dr. Oi/^/obferves, St. 
Lu&e could hardly draw a Picture of Chrift^ 
having never feen him in the Flefhr no more 
than his Maftet St. ^aui did ; yet he afferts, 
cliat the ordinary ProfelHon of St. Lukeyf/st 
a 'Painter j this he offers without any Au- 
thority, for the -f- Ancients have no where 
informed us about it. . Indeed Theodore 
Ledurct of Conftantinople, in the fixth Cen- 
tury, fays, that Eudotia fent from Jerufa- 
lem to Conftdntimple to the Emprcfs Tul- 
cheria a Pi£i:urc of the Virgin Mary^ painted 
by X St. Luke ; but the Writers of the firft 
Ages are Alent upon this Subjedt. Beftdes, 
if St. Luke was by Defccnt and Religion 



* Corel's Aaiunt tflht frtftnt Greelc Church, f. 398. 

■j- Calmet'i Hifitrie»l DiBinary, ^rtU. Marjr. 

± ifjfM'U iititvt tbt Ttfip, y»u way fit »t Atx la Cha* 
jttur.tht FiSmrt »fthi Virgin with Mr Saviour in ^ir Armi, 
tmiejftd M M Jafper iy St. Luke, thut hung abtut Charle- 
magne'i Stek»thifX>uuh. MorrctiV Did. Aix U Chapvllc. 
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a Jew J arid one oHht feventy 'DifcipieS, ai 
fomc imagine, it was impoffible he fliould 
cxercife the Art of Tainting ; for as 
* Origen obferves, no 'Painter could be ad- 
mitted, no Statttaryt their Laifr utterly ex- 
cluding thefc fort of Men, left occafiorf 
fhpuld be given to Pcrfbns of grflfS Apprc- 
henfions tO pay divine Worihip to the 
Work of Men's hands. If this Evangelift 
were a Gentile, and converted by St. 'Paul 
at' Antioch, which is moft probable, how 
could he paint Chrifi and his Mother^ whoj'n 
'tis fuppofed he had never fcen > -f* or at leaff 
could never imagine they would maikethaif' 
Figure in the World, as to tender their Pic- 
tures of any value or efteem ? This Miftake is 
founded 

* Orlgtn contra Ctl/um, 1. 4. 

f Ecquis fibi in Anirnum inducat Pidorem Ethnicom, m 
Syrii degentem, Jerc/i/pMu pofi[oi,quibu9 nee fidcm ^juoxe'- 
Tii, Coloribus FxprefTilTc ? lMe»m ex priAina ProfcfTione, non 
FiAoTcm fed Mcdicuin dicimui, quern iili TiCulum unrcunt 
prifcaxcat actribuit. Ei cum viris hujus xvi eruditis facile 
iufpic>mur, ex Nomiaum xquivoco ortam eflc in vulgus 
aberrttionena, celebremque Dtifar* Tabellam a pio qucxhm 
ei religiolbPidore,cui forte Lmiii NameneratiOlim eifidam, 
Cognamini Evingdiftx fuiHe ictributain i ex qua alliE quoque 
fecutig TemporiUii exprcfliefiDt, quibui idem quoque Namco 
Dovi aberratioue datum eft. Uoum enim eundemque piosifTe 
omaes impollibile eft, cum nee eadem Specie, ac Focaja fine 
qnx citcumferuntur univer£e, nee euadero rcferaac pefti- 
' ciUum. StTTj Exercitat. ^uadragefima Icptiiaa. 
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founded upon a Falfhood invented by * Ki- 
eephoruSf who fays, that the ApoftTc St. 
Luke made a Painting of the Mother of 
Chrifl with his own Hands, whilft ftie was 
living { this PiAurc ihe (aw, and was plea- 
fed with the ELefemblance and Likenefs ,it 
texprcfTedi 

N<J Credit Is to be allowed this Greek 
Miftotian, who (with John of 'Damafcus) 
is a ftrong Advocate for Imagery and Fbp- 
{tery in Religion \ and his Tefiimdily is fb 
weak, that the Tepip) Writers give up his 
Authorityi Nicephorus, fays -f- X^dtAet^ and 
thofe that followed him, givi no Trooffot 
what they advance en this Suijeff, andde- 
Jerve no Credit, He defcribes, indeed, a 
beautiful Perfon according to the tafte of 
the Age in which he lived j but the je^'S, 
as was before obfcrved, had a different No- 
tion of Beauty ; and therefore, % Theodore 
' the Hiftorian of the fixth Age, fays, tHat 
our Saviour ought rather to be reprefcritcd' 
I «ith 

• WrMft, Hift. lib. 15. cap. i*. 
t Oii.me€s Hifitrhal DiduBMrj, Arlle. Mary. 
if 2»(Mbrj Eccbf. HiH. lib. 1. c. 4. Migi> confentaonnn 
eft Vmmti.ChriAiiiii ctifpo iS: wo UpilUuoyiogere,^. 
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with thin frizzled Hair. *Ter tuition, iath$ 
Beginning of the third Century, gives no 
other Account of any t'ldare of Chrift in 
his Time, than tiut he was reprcfented on 
the facred Vcfiels, Uke d Shepherd carrying 
the loft Sheep upon his Shoulders, There 
is in the fecond Volume of Baronius^ un-^ 
der the B.cigti of Cenfiantine, the Rcpre- 
Icntatioa of a Medal flruck in honour of 
Crijpus the Son of Confiantine i on the one 
Side is the Figure of Crijpus, with this In- 
fx.n^tiQa,Crifpusmb. Caef. on the other, is 
our Saviour fitting with a Crofs in his Handy ' 
the Infcription, Solus et Spes X R. Tnk^ 
licoe. He is there cxprefled with a thin de- 
jeAed Countenance, and with fhort curled 
Hair. 

•f- Saiian, a learned Jefuit of Avignon, in 
the laft Century, mentions a very ftrange 
Opinion, concerning the Formation of 
Adam's Cody, which (tho' trifling and ridi- 
culous in it felf) as it (hews the Sentiments 
of fomc Writers, relatbg to the Beauty and 
Shape of out Saviour's Petfon, may not be 
impro- 

'* la CalicibgicflEgiari coorncrille, at PaftoraD 0?em pcr^ 

dttnm in Humaot portantcm. UrtMli. Ae Came Oirifti; - 

t StUM Ajuai. Tan. I. Sa t»j\e't l^S. jfnie. Adun. 
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improperly introduced. They fuppofc, fays 
he, that God, or the Word, intending to 
create Man> afTumed a perfcd and beauti- 
ful human Body j and that he formed the 
Body of Adam on that Model, whence God 
plight fay, |n relation to this Body, that he 
piade Man after his own Im^e. This Ap- 
parition of God, they fey, was the firft Pre- 
lude to the Incarnation i for the fecond Fer- 
fon of the Trinity, cloathed himfclf with 
the Appearance of tiic fame Nature, he was 
on^ day to aflame in the FleHi, and under 
the Liken?(s of the moft beoHtifitl Man that 
^ver wjs i he labour'd in th? Produftion of 
^^Jam, whom he made a Copy of that great 
and divine Original of Beauty which he had 
Earned. '''The mofiClfmevt and Fair aj^Uf 
tnin^ this divine Form end Beauty y which 
he wo.! inprjicefs of Time to cloath bimfelf 
withalt ""w to Flejb 4nd BorteSt created 
Man, beflowing en him this noble Form, 
^imfelf the Original Archetype, the mofi 
beautiful Creator of a moft beautiful Crea- 
I 2 ture. 

* Haac Speciem divioamque Pulchricudinera dementifli- 
mut fermofilTimufque aflumcM. quam er«t poll multa Teiti- 
pota ulqne ad Cirnem ei Ofla alTuropturui, creabat Homi- 
nem.larnedt ei Spedem hanc tanram, ipl« primji Arch^ypus 
Ipaciorifliinuiiplcrpeciofiflinis Piolii Cruior. Snliani \ti.oa\,- 
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' ture. In HiQrt, the Focm which the H^or^ 
afUimedi was like that which. Mofes and 
Blias appeared in on the day. of the Tranf- 
figuraiion, like what was feen by St. 'Pettr 
on Mount. Ta^or, and by Mofes on Mount 
Sinai. No wonder, after this, that thefc 
Exclamations fhould be made ! * What an4 
how great ihuft be the Beauty of the firfi 
Man, and what Charms mufi dwell in bis 
Countenance ? But what is fiill mote fttangc, 
jidatn himfelf faw his own Maker, and the 
Manner how his Body was formed. by the 
fair harlds of its Author ; -J- Wfaea M aa 
was created, he beheld thofc divine Hands, 
that AmbfofUl Countejumee^ and j hop 
Beautiful Arms, which. formed his Body 
and falhioncd every Member of it. Thefc 
arc fome of the monftrous Opinions, raifed 
as a Supcrfttu£ture upon thofe popular Im- 
putations, concerning the Beauty an.d Per- 
&£lions of our Saviout's Body. 

The 'Arguments that follow, are to be 

found fcatter'd up and down in the Wrif 

tings 

• Qaantani quslemve credai primi Hommis iDii» Vmiif^ 
Utem i Q!>*i>t"°^ '" '^^ ilccus, cjuaa GcKiu inf«tifl«f iAU. 

f Cum fint;eretur Homo, Manui ilUc diviui afpenit. .«m- 
tmifiaf^ue Vultui lllas, polcherrima Bractua Corput liiuni fia< 
gciiiia,liiigal«>fqucArtu(dkiceiitia. iiid. 
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^aff of Ttpy^t and Trotrfiants. I fhail 
lliew thcmi with all theit Force, and leave 
them to tho >adictous Keada fbr his Opi- 
fiion, Xhc Body of Chrtft moSt neccfla- 
rily have been very handfome, the better 
to introduce his Religion and his 'Do&rine 
to^thc WotkL fivcryonb knows the Ad- 
^magcs-aciftogfrome fine Shape and grace* 
^1 PtcTppfs^, efpecikUy in popalar All^m- 
bJic^iwh^Qtbc Eyes ate captivated with the 
^caDtyqfa Fecfoo, the Judgment is im- 
mcdiauliy'<by»flcdiB:bis £tvaur, and what- 
evec hpfayflj is ^rotctved. with Approbation 
and Apptf4t^ ^ Had our Lord made an un- 
j^acefiilAppiaaKMCC, a dbfpicahlcmcan A^ 
igaSi wou^'havQ btca of peat, prejudice 
to hi«^Defi§nr,,ind.dotived a..Reproach and 
iyOatetaps > v^o9l hta J^cacbiag and his Per' 
fon.; Hc.was.appoitHjed toiui&r Hacd^ps, 
fatigue and Trout>is> aad coofcquentty i^d 
9(;(:a$joa fpc a, yig^vous andt healthy Body } 
he was toattta^t tho Audlcttcc into a Be* 
ticf of bis podtrincp andi tbctcfore ic waa 
ncccfiaiy-he £lppuld bo ^Sa&ji with ail bo- 
dily AccompUihrnonts^i a dalicaiteComplext* 
pn> an caty . iafinuatiag' Ah:» an obliging 
Sfacefol Caniagf^ and a Fcxfon and Beha- 
viour 
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viour every way proper to advance the Fur- 
pofes he came about, to make Converts, 
and to introduce a new Religion. Thcfe 
are the common Topicks o^ct'd u^n thi^ 
SubjcA. 

But this Method of arguing, how plau* 
fiblc (bever, is &r from being ' true : It is 
certain, that our Lord did fuffer the vilcA 
Affronts and Indignities that the moft con- 
fitm'd Malice and hardcn'd Cruelty could 
infli^i the Feeble had no regard to his Per- 
son, but treated him with the utmoft Deri- 
Tton and Contempt, as if he h;^ bse^n the 
moft frightful and deformed in the whole 
Creation i they reviled him^ pulled off his 
Hair, buffeted and fpit upon him ; Reproach- 
es and Infults, that no polite Nation woul4 
admit towards the worft of Criminals. Nor 
is it concluiive> that a graceful Carriage, a 
handfome Face and a fine Complexion, are 
abfolutcly ufcful to a Perfon rhat would in- 
troduce a new Religion. Mahomet had 
theFalling-Sickncfs, a large ill-^aped Hcad^ 
a fwarthy Perfon, and a very dilagreeable 
Appearance i and every one knows the Suc- 
cefs of his ImpoAurcs. A^oUmius Tbja^ 
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V£us, with all his Beauty, his Comclincfs, 
his Eloquence, his Deceit, his Induflry, and 
faifc Miracles, could never make twenty 
Converts. But J^yiu C*r{/?, without Beau- 
ty or Eloquence, made Profelytes of the 
whole World, by the Force of Truth, the 
Purity of his Doftf ine, the Excellence of his 
Precepts, and the Evidence of his Miracles. 
This was the moft convincing Argument, 
made iifc of in the firft Ages of the Gofpel. 

Had our Saviour conceived, that Beau- 
ty, Eloquence and Addrefs, were effential 
to his Ddign of converting the World, he 
would have made choice of Apoftles and 
DKciplcs, whom he deJigned to employ, 
that chiefly excelled in thcfc Accomplifh- 
mcnts } but this was fo far from being the 
Cafe, that in hisEle^on he had ao manner 
of regard tp thefe Qualifications. *His 
reputed Father, (lays a learned Troteftant) 
was a Cacf^ter, and he chofe willingly 
to work at the fame Trade. He made choice 
of 

" — ^Pitmn ejui Futitivam fahfSe Fabrnni, flc tprum 
farie cidcm ezcrcitio Mechanico opertm dedille, 6c I>iicipu- 
loj iuu]u>m Apoftolof dbi legtl& ac Scftaioret babrre non 
fine (lominei fpc^bitei fid dc rulgo HomiDum. Vitring* 
in ifai. liii. 
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of Apoftles and Difciple^ and had for iiig 
followers Pcrfons no wzy fightly, but cofh^ 
men Men. Wc may judge of thcreft, by- 
the Defcription left us of St. Vmr aad 
St. 'Paul, two of the principals 

* St, Titer's Body was forocwhat flcij- 
der, and of a middle Si^, but father in-^ 
dining to Tallnefs, his Compkxioji wa» 
pale and almoft wtutc i the Hati of his^ 
Head and Beard curled and thick, but withal 
(hort. -f-St Jermtty fays, that he was baU^ 
his Eyes black, but fpeck'd with redj his 
£ye-brows thin, or none at all i liis Nole 
Jong, but rather broad and flat than iharp. 

X Sr. Taul was low, and of litctlc St^< 
tute, and fbmewhat floc^ag, his Conaplexl-' 
on £iir, his Couiuenance grave, his Head 
fmall, his £ycs ^eeable, his Eye-brows 
hanging over, his NoTc Ictng btu graceful, 
his Beard thick, and like the H«t. of his 
Head inix*d with grey Umfs : B9 wae.of an. 
infirm Confiitution, and frequently troubled 
with the Head-ach, which many think to be 
ths 

• Hic^. OH^. lib. %. op. \y. 

t Com. xaGmUa. %■ 

% Nktfh. lib. ».«p. 37- _ 
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the Thorn in the Fle(h> mentioned in ha 
£|>iftles. Somewhat of this Defcription 
nuy be learn'd from Lucian^ where in the 
Pcrfon of Trjpho, one of 'Pauh Difeiplcs, 
he calls him by way of Dcrifton, The Bald- 
pated GaliUoH. That he was of low Sta- 
ture, he intimates himfctf^ when he tells 
ii5« they were ufed to fay of him, * hts bo' 
dily Trefince was weakf and his Speech 
contemptiMe i in which rcfped, he is ftilcd 
by -f- St. Chroyfiftor^ a Man threif Cttkits, or 
a little mote than_^«r F^fft high. 

And yet thefcand fuch i& ihefc, layS 
J Origen, were the Men made choice of by 
the Holy Jifus for Preachers of his Doftrine, 
that it might be mahifcft to all the World 
that there was ho crafty Defign in ir^ and 
that they had d divine Power going along 
with them, which was more efficacious than 
the gteateit Volubility df Expreffion or' 
Orn^ents of Speech, or Artifices that were ' 
ufed in the Gompofition of the Greeks || ;' 
By thcfc mean Pcrfons, poor Fijbermen and 
K Zent- 

* » C». X. lo. . 

l- St. Chrjf^. Serm.io Tttr. S fnitl 

If Contra Cclf lib. }. 

H Anui* air. Ocotm, lib. *. 
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TiMi/rWrfiwi, was Chriftianity diffafcd over- 
the whole World 5 fo that the gteatcft Wits 
and Scholars, Orators, Grammarians, Rhe- 
toricians, Lawyers, Phyftcians and Philofb- 
phcrs, have quitted their formerly dear and . 
beloved Sentiments, and iincerely embraced - 
the Precepts a^d Do&iines of the Golpel. 
* If a Man, fays Tlato (quoted by f Tillet- 
ftn) would be a perfeA Pattern of Juftice 
and Righteoufnefs, and approved by God 
and Men, he muft be firipped of all the 
things of this World, he mult be poor and 
difgcaced, and be accounted a wicked and 
unjull Petfon j he muft be whipped, and 
tormented, and crucified as a Malefa^or-. 
Atrian (cited by the fame Writer) In his 
£piAle> defcribiog a Man proper to intro-. 
duce a New Religion, and to reform tltc 
World, fays, " The Apoftle, the Mcffen-. 
** ger, the Preacher and Miniftcr of God, 
^ muft be without Houfe ox Harbour and 
** all worldly Accommodations ; he muft be 
*' armed with the greatcft Patience for Suf- 
" ferings, as if he were a Stone and void of 
*' Senfe, he muft be a Spcdacle of Mifery 
«* and Contempt to the World." 

If 

* vim de Legib. lib. >. 

\ TillotioD'^ Strn, AJ. £^. r«/. x. Stm. Bf. 

, Google 



If a certain Aic of Majcfty (fey the Wri- 
KfS of this Hde) if a Grace in fpeaking and 
a Power in perfuading, cohtribure to the 
Perfections of a Manj it cannot be denied 
but Chrift had thofc Accomplifhments :n 
the higheft degree. The Gofpel furnithes 
us with many Examples j * When the Mer- 
chants and Money- Changers fled out of the 
Temple, He who had neither Army nor 
Authority, obliged them to depart without. 
R-cHftancc. It mufit fays -f St. Jeremej 
have bein the Majefty of his ^erfortt and 
the djfffnijhing Lufire of his Face^ that 
terrified the Merchants, and drove them out 
of his Father's Houfi. The EffeSi of his 
augttfi Appearance was the fame in the O. 
live Garden, when X a Troop of Soldiers 
came to apprehend him, he defeated them 
ail b} a jingle Wordi \ they -went back- 
ward, and fell f0 the ground : The Jews 
Jent others to take him, while he was preach^ 
K a ing 

" H»tt. ixi. .It. ,■.-'.■ . 
^ +. ftnm. in Malt. xxi. 

^ Nig enim habuiflec Sc in Viiltii quuJdam Oculifqw Ctde- 
leunt, nunquvn (Utim eum Iccuti fiiifleot ApoltolitMc ad 
comprehcndendum euid otidi ^^riaiflcat.'" * 

H Jobn xviii- 6. 
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tag te the SoUiers^ hut none of tbem Airfi 
lay hands en him s tbty returned to thtfi 
that Jent them^fayi^y 'f'.N^vct Map (pake 
lik^ttiis Man -f-. 

It is fanhcr laid, that the gre^teft Ene- 
raxes to Chrift and his Religion^ never re* 
pcoach'd'him with UnhandfomeDcfs or Der 
formity. Julian the Apo^tc, the Jeius 
and Heathens^ never reviled hion upon tha| 
account. They accufcd him indeed of t>c, 
ing the % Son of an Adultcrefs, being iq 
ignorant Man and without Learning, a Ma-f 
gician and a Seducer, a Madman and po£; 
fe0cd with the Devil, one that worked falf? 
Miracles, a Glutton and a Drunkard. || The 
Jews have invented mpnfirous Relati(Mis of 
his Birth, his Life» his Miracles, and his 
Death i but he was never reproach'd with 
an it! Shape or a forbidding Counteoaace : 
which proves, that the greatcft of his £ne- 
mics had do grounds that carried t^e leaft 
Pfoba- 

* Jabs ni. 4tf. 

Aul Amm, Neverioy Mm Wb^Ulce tui Man. 
■k JtttmU. de Stie. 
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probability of Tnith. to form fuch an Ac- 
cuiadoa againft him. 
J 
7hese are the A^uments that are of- 
fex'd in Defence of the Majefty, the Beauty 
90d Giacefulnels of out Saviour's Perfon. 
Thqy are fiatcd in their &11 force, and the 
Weight of them muft be determined by the 
Reader's Jut^mcnt : What is commonly 
^id to fupporc the contrary Opinion, wilt 
be the Sobjca of the Second^Part of this 



TH£ 
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THE 

SECOND PART, 

^^^^H£ Reverence that U |uftly due 
jip| ffi^ to the Body of the Meffit^, re-. 
1^^^ quires, that this Subjed fhbul^ 
be treated with the great<^ Decency aiid 
Refervc ; I am fenfible of the Dagger ther^^ 
is of faying too iquch oc too little. 

*' I WOULD have it known> (fays a lear- 
" ned * Writer upon the lame occafion) that 
** I reverence and adore whatever was Hui 
" man in the Petfon of ^brifiy nor can I 
" without horror, «|idure any ExptelTtonf; 
« to be applied to the Son of God, that arc 
" inconfiftent with his divine MajeAy ; But 
" fince Truth alone is the Foundation of 
« the Chrifiian Religion, how vain and un- 
« worthy are we, when we force it ftom 
*.* »• 

'* Sigilt- <3c FulchiitDdine Chrifil. 
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*f US as it offecs it fclf to pur "Eye^, .and . 
*'. ^ace, ph,annitical Trifles in the room of 
« it, that are founded upon Ignorance oc 
« human Cunning, which True Chriftians 
« ever juftly abhorred J " 

Let it be remember'd then, that in this 
place I am to fpeak of our Saviour as a. 
mere Man> and that the poiu in queftioa 
is no Article of Faith, but left indifferent 
for every one to believe as he plcafcs. I 
fliall therefore at prefcnt draw a Veil before 
the Divinity of Jefus, and con(idcr him in 
theloweft State of Mifery and Humiliation^ 
wherein he is reprefentcd (if Credit may be 
given to the moft * ancient Writers, who_ 
may be fuppofed to come nighefi the Truth) 
as a very mean and defpicablc Man^ whofc 
divine Dodrine drew upon him the Malice 
and Cruelty of the moft favagc Enemies* 
and 

* Hodie fuDt qui ChTiftum craciGsum confitentar, it de- 
£armen) im& negiat. imo form ofiflim urn pingunt. Nan 
mdignor. Hoc raotum exorato* velim at vetcrum Tcfticno-' 
liit, uue fuDt r«)ueDti DilceputioDi fubjcftiv tnecum a'ucntiui 

Evidnoi. Quibui expralii eMminaciTque li non vcram 
mini naftri Palchittudinem ib imflgioariil long* diTcrfim 
«fle mecum ignolcut, nihil morabor quin tbducant me k- 
ciiiB Klftipulatorein. JUrfa/r. dc PulcDilcud. Chrilti, Lcc< 
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afld <to niike him peffeSf by Suferiitgs^ 
vbofe forbidding and ungraceful Fcrfon cx- 
pofed him to the utmoft Indignity andCdn- 
tempt, which to a generous Mind ate worfe 
tiian Death. 

The Pfophicy of If^e^ is rematkablc 
fot many extraordinary Faflages relating tot 
the Perfon and SufFeritigs of the Meffiah i 
but the Fredi&ion that follows* is confefled 
to be as particular and akprcflite at any in 
the whole Book. * As many were afto^ 
ttijbed at thee {his Count enoHce wasfo mar* 
red more then any Man, atidhU Form mori 
than the Sens of Men) Jo fball hej^rinhiif 
many Nations^ the Kings JbaU fiat theif 
Mouths at him j for that which had not 
heen told them jbalt they fee, and that 
which th^ bad not heard fiall they cotifi- 
der. Who hath believed our Report, and 
to whom is the Arm of the Lord revealed ? 
for he fiall grow up before him as a ten- 
der Tlant, and as a Root out of dry Ground. 
lie hath no Form nor ComeOnefs, and 
when we fiall fee him^ there is no Beauty 
that 

* Iliith lii. r. 14, \f ■'x^ I'"' ▼' t> >> 3. 4^ 
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thtt we jlxmU dffire him. He is dffilfei- 
and tejeHed of Men, a Man of Sorrows 
and tuqiuinted with Grief, and we hid as 
it were out Faces pim him, he was deffifed 
and we ejieemed him not. Surely he hath 
torn our Griefs and carried our Sorrows, 
yet we didefieem him ftricken, fmitten of 
Cod and affiilted. 

The Old Hebrews waitrOiooi thisPrc- 
diaion to relate literally to the Pcrfon and 
Spfferings of the MeJIiah j but the Jews 
fosnc Ages before the Diffolution of their Go- 
vernment, denied that this Defcription re- 
lated to him at all ; for being frequently fub- 
duedand harraffcd by different Nations, the 
Syrians, the Blbjhnimis and Romans, they ; 
expefted a Me£!ah,l,is was before obferv'd) 
like Cyrus or Alexander, to fight their Bat- 
tles and dcftroy their Enemies. 

1 T is the general Opinion of the fathers 
and Commentators, that this Prophecy is 
literally to be undetliood of the Me£iah > 
but with this difference, that fome, and the 
moft by far, apply this Defcription to the 
Petlbn of Chiift, from a flaic of Manhood 
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» the time of Ws Death , * others contenJ, 
that the Charaflcr of him io this Prophecjr, 
relates only to the time when he was nndei- 
the Profecution of his Enemies, and the In- 
fults he fuffet'd befijte he was crucified ; or 
in other Words, fome would have ir, that 
out Saviour aU hU Life long had na Form 
mr Cemclmefi, and that he was always a 
Man efScrratis mdacquanttdwith Grief, 
when others affert, that he was eicecdingly 
handfome and beautiful, with an open and 
ehgaging Afpea, rttf he was apprehended 
fcontgcd, buffeted and fpit upon j the» in- 
deed, ht was without Farm or Ccmtliners 
bis ComtauMt then wasfo marred mere 
than my Man, and his Form more than 
the Sans of Men. To this puipofc, is the 
Obfervation of a f learned Writer upon 
the preceding Vcrfcs: " Lyranus.bys he, 
" and 

5^S'i'"'^'»'"'l»"»V».S»Sjud°,^p"u 
^JSTJ'"- 1°"° ?"' """' Ix'tf J'&m..JS.nV; 
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'< and other more modem Intcfpreteis, re. 
** ftnuQ the Dcfctiptioa given of die deform. 
** ed Afped of Chrift, to ^he time of his 
** Paflion, wlien his Face was all over black 
*' and blue With Buffets, and bcidaubed 
*' with Spittle, with Blood and Sweat and 
" Duft, and when hts Checks were torn by 
" pulling off his Beard." But thcfc Words 
are improperly confined to chat time, for the 
Prophet rpeaks afterwards of the PalHoa 
of Chrift} in this and the following Verfe, 
he is whoHjf taken up in fetcing before us 
the mean and humbl,c Appearance and Con* 
dition of Chrift all his Life lon^. The lame 
* Writer, in his Comment upon this Pro- 
phecy, remarks, that Cjfrus may indeed in 
fomereipedbeftiledaTypeof theMeannefs 
of our Lord's outward Appearance, for he 
fpcnt the firft part of his Life among Shep- 
htrds in a-poor Cottage, but his Countenance 
was far from beingaftonifliing and frightful to 
L 2 thofe 

* Sine full qujdem Qftm hamili in Oili priinum tnKr Pif- 
tom educiTui. 4tque eo refpeftu fuit etiira lli^atenui hu- 
milif Chrifli coaditionis Typus, « vero mtn fiiit tim dejeftut 
eJB) AlpcAus ut ^nEierea obftupcfcnc dcbiicrunt qui cum 
iDtuebaDiur. CbriHo fine id loogc mrluis convenit. ' ■ 
Nod fitit ej Speciei tam decor* & fwrnari, utoque viiend* 
Iifajeflitif pleoi, Dt Hominum jn Oculos in fc coDTertexM, flc 
AdmiratjoDUD Foiibk £k ElegiptM.ad £i rtfem. O^M 
Not* in Log. 
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thofe who fav him ; fuch a Charader a- 
gtees with jnuch more propriety to the 
Ferfon of Chrift. His Form was not fo 
beautiful and agreeable, nor fo full of Ma- 
jcfly to look upon, as to attract the Eyes of 
the Beholders, or to captivate their Affe£li- 
on and Wonder upon the account of the 
Delicacy of his Shape. And this Author 
fpeaksthc Sentiments of the bed Expofltors. 
Beitdes, what Meannefs or Dilgracc could 
attend a condemned Perfon, for having his 
Face and Body appear difagreeabte and 
frightful when he lay under the Stripes and 
Cruelty of an enraged Populace i There is 
nothing in this fo particular, as to have a 
FrediAion founded upon it, when it was 
impolfible it ftiould be otherwife ; there- 
fore * Cornelius a Lapide remarks f uftly up- 
on this Prophecy, that Chrift was without 
Form or Comelincfs firom the Beginning of 
his Life to his Crucifixion. 

The learned -f- Grotius alTerts upon this 

Prophecy, that our Saviour had nothing of 

Ma- 

* NoohBbebat (liquiddigaaiii A^auifedencDefpeAuii 
)>1U Vir fuit Cfo^lfiM ab loitiQ NMiviticis nlqac ad Mortem. 
C*ntl. ia loc. 

f Nihil augnificum ia VoUa pnfint, micci & mce^Qs. 
CrH, to I/m. liii. T. a, 

c.i.-"-ii,Gi:H)(^Ie 
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Majcfty in his Countenance, he had a thin 
meiancholy Afpelf. And to this forrowful , 
Appearance of his, Rigakius applies the 
Qucflion ask'd by the * JewSy Thou art not 
yet fifty Tears old^ and hafi^ thou feen Abra- 
ham > They thtwght our Lord was approach- 
ing to that AgC) which they judged by the 
Lines and Features of his Face. Had his 
Complexion been florid> frefli and beautiful, 
they would rather have thought him young, 
er ; but obferving the Wrinkles drawn upon 
his Brow (that was no way inviting before) 
by Poverty and deep Sorrow, they conclu- 
ded him to have been near twenty Years 
older than really he was. To confirm this 
Obfetvation, the fame Author infifts, that 
one "f- Sirmond, a Man of extraordinary Pi- 
ety and Learning, told him that he had feen 
an 

• y»hn viii. f 7. Ad Dominici Vulma (riftitiatn pntinere 
viderur, quod spud Jearaum Judzi £»Km Chrifti quaii ad 
quiDquagelimuin Annum Vergcntem denotint, in facie oimi- 
Tum indecoiS, coofuGs ipfi Deforoiitate linnmcotii, multo 
pluresquim babcbit Aanoi compaubant. Bigaliii Notae ia 
TTtul. de ParientiS. 

t Viram eximiz Fietatis & Dofh'ina: Jncibiun SirmttiJum 
audiri naTrantem le vidiflc Numifma vetus lureum cufum 
m iple arbiCrabacur Tub CtnfiMiUitit, fculptura Facicm exhibe. 
bac laiis defbrmem £c hoiridam, Ec ia altera ptneTitnflam ; 
Nibil aliud indicare videiur quam Chrifimm aut Ttmpliim, hoc 
eft Cerfui fuum, MorEC dcflruftutn Ec difblucum tertia Die 
tefticuiE. R}£»lt. ia cod. loco. 
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an old Medal of Gold ftruck as he fuppo^ 
fed in the Rdgn of Cenftantine $ on the 
one fide was a Face fufficicntly fretful and 
deformed, the other fide reprcfentcd a Tem- 
ple. This, according to him, could intend 
DO Pcrfon but Jefus Chrift^ who raifed his 
Temple^ that is his Body, diflblv'd and de* 
flroyccj'by Death, upon the third Day. 

It is ceitain, lays * Cornelius a Lapide, 
that S^hfifi could hot be look'd upon but 
with Diftafie, he was an C^jcft no ways plea- 
Itn^ fo as to attra£l the Eyes of the Behold- 
ers upon him. He adds> as was before ob- 
fcrv'd, that the Prophecy of Ifaiahy which 
imports^ that he fhould be without Form 
or Beauty* was verified in his Pcribn all his 
Life^me. 

•f-SANCTius, a VoIuminous*Writcr, in 

his Comment upon this Prophet, remarks, 

that 

* Hoc rcrum fvit in Christ, doo fait afpeAibilii, mm b*- 
bebat aliquid dignum afpedu, ^uod OculiM nlfpicieatiuin 
ad & aaherec, ^. Ctrnit. » t*f. in Ifri. liii. >> )■ 

-|- ■ Chriftum Arpednm oonhibuKIeneinpetiiem qua- 
lem Hominn iiifpiccre itque Kvereri lolent ; nam cog^ore- 
raat itltim CO Arpe^a atque H*bini> utFabrifilnii^Uietur. 
et novifliiilUR) Vtrorum, iu ut nihil aiftimarctui ibjeAiniau; 
indigoiui. Sm8. in ^<l. liii. i, ). 
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that Chriji had no fuch an Alpe& as to 
command B.erpeft and Rererence i for the 
Jews conHder'd him in no other view than 
as a Carpcntet's Son, and a moA concempti^ 
blc Fcrfon, Co that nothing could be thought 
more abicA oc difagtecable. * Efthts a 
Jefuitt in his Notes upon this Prcdidlion, 
rem^tficSf that Chrifi was fo mean and de- 
formed, that [U> one would delire to look 
him^ ;n the Face } for handfome PerCons arc 
fuch a^ are dclireable to look upon. 

■f 'PooU in his Annotations, explains the 
Prophecy in the fame manner j " When 
" wc ihall look upon him, expcding to 
" fii^ incomparable Beauty and Majefty in 
" his Pcrfon and Countenance, we Ihall 
** be altc^cthcr difappointed, and Ihall meet 
*' with nothing amiable or dclireable in 
** him." 

Though 

* hito hnmilii « dehrmii erat, ut nrmo AtfiAtrm^ 
VulcuK ew incueri, nam tbrmofi dicuntiif Alpedu dciidcTM 
bilei. ^iut in l/ai. liii. v. *, ]. 

Nm w*f AJ^tBm. id eft res Afpeflu digni, qux Oc-iT<m 
Afpicimtium ad £: [raheret. TJrhtHt c Sudeiatc Jt/k ia IJn< 

liii.».2, J. 

f fNfi ARoetatioiu aa tf*. liii. f. i, j. 
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Though there be no Expre0ion in the 
* Evaagelifts that dircAIy gives a Defcrip- 
tion of Chrift'& Perfon ; yet, as "f* Bynaus 
a learned Writer obferves, we may juftly in- 
fer, from an Appellation our Saviour fre- 
quently ufed of himfelf, that he was a 
Man poflcffed of no Bodily AccompUni- 
raents, he was utterly without Form or 
Comelinefs, and as uninviting with regard 
tQ any Charms or Graces in his Perfon, as 
he was abjcd, miferabk and didrefled in his 
outward Fortune. He often diftinguifh'd 
himfelf by the Name of The Son ef Marty a 
Charadcc which cannot in Propriety be ap- 
plied but to a Man of the lowcfi and moft 
forbidding Circumftances, without any vi- 
able Beauty to recommend him, but vile 
and 

• tittu tf the Evingelifti (ri»/ ftniemUr »ni pncifi in 
filtini itvn»thtrCmumfiAncti)h»vttxfTrfftdatythmg m»U 
Itching tht ComfUxun, or Finturi, .f StMiir* if Chrtfi. H»f- 
filj, to ihii end, that nt PiSwrt «■ smtiu might *i m»Je tf 
%im, M will inevmg htw iaclinMi hy NMurt, wi»ti t* tunt 
thi tiiry BMftmbltmf*! mtid Mimtr'uUt if thtl* ■mfnm wi f^fi ht- 
tumr andrfvtrme; int» IdtU. Ht^willJfaUgy.b. 3. Sea. ft. 

The Innetmc* unJ SimplUiiy ifthi firft Age sttiadiJ mif f 
heavenly Things, 0«d fpd iy M ihanghti cf Thingi Ctrft- 
ri»l »nd E»rih, »i Cnetrnt tfna CeafeqiuiMi. Rig»U. de 
Pulchrit. Chrifti. 

t SyntHt de Morte Jefu Chtilli, lib. t. cap- i. 
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and defpicable in all Confidentions.' The 
Original is uiof dp^puru, the Word sf^pa*- 
7®. is alvays us'd by the * Greeks as a 
Mark of In&my, Contempt and Scorn, a- 
rifing from the fed deplorable figure the Per- 
fon makes to whom it is applied s which 
gave occaHon to 'Pilate (after he had crown- 
ed our Saviour with Thorns, mocked 
him with a purple Robe, and expoTed him 
in the mofi ridiculous and reproachful man- 
ner) to cry out to the Jews, lit i aV^pftor© » 
fee the fVretch, as it might be juftly ren- 
dcr'd. He was found in fajbion, fays -f St. 
^aul, «Jc avS'jiMTr®', as a Man> as the meaneft 
of Men in his outward Appearance. Teu 
fbailfie, fays J Chrift himfclf, map t5 «V- 
^puTHt the Son of Mia^tting en the right 
hand of Tower and coming in the Clouds 
of Heaven j that is, " this poor contcmpti- 
*' bic Man, whom ye now reproach and a- 
" bufe on the account of the Meanncfs of 
« liis F<»m and Afpc£t, and for his forlorn 
M " and 

* Signification it divwJirai »pud Graeco» reperifor inter 
atitpmi IftKhum St ILitfx ViTMm. Noinen JtSpMot enim At H«. 
RiiQibus admodum vilibus Sc contcmptii, ut dc publico Mi. 
dIAto Judicum Capitalium, qucm Cixci /n^whi UliIih Cfr. 

vifotm vocani. ^igms de Mane Cbrift'. lib. i . cip. i , 

, t PhiUf. t. 7. 8. 9, 5;c. 
^ idAtt. x6. 64. 
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«. and WKtchcd Condition, ye (hall hcre- 
" after fee in his Glotions and CelclUat 
« Body coming in Ttiunaph, to pais Judg- 
" mcnt upon his Judges thcmrelvcs." The 
fame * Authot remarks juftly, that Chrifi ne- 
ver made ufc of this Title after his Refur- 
re^ion, after a Change had palTcd upon his 
Body, which rcnder'd it more Beautiful mi 
Ghrieus. He refrained, fays be, from thit 
Appellation (jjohich was exprejpve ef his 
crdiruay Form anil Fortune) when he was 
about to afcend into Heaven and to enter 
into his Glory, 

O UK next Search muft be into the more 
immediate Ages of Chriftianiry ; for it can 
ftarce be doubted, but fome of the Fathers, 
■who had that regard for their Re- 
deemer, as to fuifer Death for his Religion, 
made fome Inquiry into the Form and 
Shape of his divine Perfon. They muft at 
leaft have had the common Cutiofity of 
Mankind, who never read or heat of any 
extra- 

* ObfixnHonedigiiiirimum ell quod Jcfui^ « AppeUarione 
pofiqium rediit b Vinm » Morte M acerbfl diriOimaqiie 
uliif fit nnnquam. cum jim Gloriam fuam intramrm 

diet « AppcUatione a^nuit, qox humilia liige Condnionii 
& Formx fuem Indiciam. arsMV de Moite CliriAi, lib. i . 
cap. I. 
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extraordinary Man, who has bronght atxmc 
any notable Change or Revolution in the 
World) but are impatient to know fomc- 
thing of his Face, his Complexion, his 
Height^ and other Circumftances of his 
Shape i for which reafon, thofc who under- 
take to record the Anions of great Men, are 
as particular as pofiibly they can in the De- 
icription of their Petfons. 

The Writers of the firft Century are ii- 
Jent and give no light into this Inquiry j but 
* Irenaus, who flouriftied in the Second, afr 
ferts pofitivcly, that out Saviour was no 
way beautiful, that Chrifi as Man was un- 
handrome,andexporcdiothccommon Acci- 
dents of human Life, that he rode upon an 
Afs and drank Vinegar j but ai God, he was 
Wonderful, moft Lovely and Powerful. 

-|- Clemens of Alexandria^ a Writer in 
the third Century, takes frequent occaftons 
ro fpeak of our Saviour's Body^ he fays, 
that the Prophet Ifaiab evidently foretold, 
that the Meffiah fliduld appear in the Ftefh 
M 2 with- 

• ITm. lib. 3. cap. 19. 

t C/f)», jtitxtmi. Fxdagog. lib. j, cf. 1. 
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vidiout any Diftin&ion of Beauty upon his 
Pcrfon. " VVc have fecn him, fays that 
** Prophet, and he has no Form nor Come- 
*' lincft for which we fliould defire him. 
" His Shape and Appearance were defpica- 
" ble, bis A(pc£t was the Icafi gracefiil of 
*' all the Children of Men. But if Beauty 
,'• were a real Happincfs, who defcrvM it 
" more, or had a better right to it ? He had 
« not the leaft Beauty in the Flcfli, which 
*' appears to the outward Eyes, but he was 
" all beautiful within, he fully poflTefs'd all 
" the Graces and AccompUlhments of the 
" Mind. The Beauty of the Soul confifts. 
" in univerfal Beneficence to all Mankind, 
" and that of the Body in being immortal." 
* Hfr fays, in another place, that according 
to the Opinion of a certain Thilofephery 
wife Men were always beautiful, and the 
fame may befaidofjuji Terfms, tbo' they 
were not handfgme in their Bodies ybecaufe 
their Manners and Behaviour were holy 
andgood ; and to fupport this Obfervation, 
he cites the Prophecy of Ifaiah^ which af- 
ferts, that the Body of our Saviour fhould 
be without Form or Cemffimfi, He ob- 
fcrvcs 



* CUm. Jkximi. lib, i . Stromaf. 
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ferves funher in another * Book, that 
" the Head of the Church appeared in the 
" Fielh without the Ornament of Pcrfonal 
" Beauty, to inform us, that we ought ra- 
" thcr to raife our Hcaits to invifiblc Ob- 
" jcfts and difengaged from Matter. And 
f again, " It was not without reafon, that 
*' our Lord chofe to appear in a Form mean 
" and contemptible, and not plcaiing to the 
" Eyes, left Men by being too much cn- 
" gaged by outward Charms, fliould lofe 
" that rcliih and eflcem which juftly belong 
" to things Spiritual and Divine." 

Origm was the Difciple of C/ni»™j,and 
conform'd with the Sentiments of his Mr '. 
ter. t Celfus, the great Enemy of Chtifli- 
anity, objcaed, that Jefus Chrifl was tfa 
fmall Stature, ill-lhapcd, and of a low ob- 
fcure Birth 5 from whence he concluded 
that he could not be God : for, fays he, 
" fmce the divine Spirit rcfidcd in his Body,' 
" he ought to have been more eicellcnt than 
•' other Men, in Stature, in Beauty, in Voice, 
" in Majefty and Eloquence i for it is incrc- 
'_• dible, 

• Clim, jUixnJ. lib, j. StromK. 
t Idem, lib, 6. Stromat. 
t Orixn contra Citf. iib, tf. 
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'• dibic, that s Perfon that has more Af 
*• Divinity in him, (hould not be more 
** illuftrious than common Men : but Je- 
*• fus was no way preferable to any one 
" clfc ; he was, as the Chriftians confcfs, 
** little, unfhapcly and contemptible. " Ori- 
gen anfwers this Objcaion, by replying, 
that it was allowed that the Bodj cf Chx'iVt 
was not beautiful, but not that he was of 
a mean obfcure and defpicable 'Defient j 
nor that he was of low Stature, as Cclfus 
would have it ; for the Prophet Ifaiah 
foretold, that the MefHah in the human 
Nature fbould neither be di^inguijb'd by 
the Beauty of his Face, nor by any extra~ 
ordinary ^/alities in his Body. This was 
the Opinion of the Church in the Begin. 
ning of the third Century. 

'Porphyry, (fays * Rigaltius) Celfus, Ju- 
lian, and other obftinate Enemies to Chri- 
flianity, 

• Deridebaot dim Ti)r^im,CtlfHi,jMlmnHitiit\\ Chri. 
fi'uin»s,t\fioa SuppliciaCrucitpunitum idoru'cat : Nihilortii- 
nui, Tempoiit illius Chiiftianitis, pendcnum in Cruce Do- 
minum merit6 coluit. Sc ooi hodie colimtu. Obje&ibant 
ilti piofanx Mcntii Homines, quod Chrifium Homtnem pu- 
fillum »c dcformem colernn & hibcrent pro Deo, Dihilominus 
Majofct ill) noftri Viri bene cAryfioai nlem fibi Chrifimm 
■dfcrebiDt & vindinbant Deum qui defonnibut Corpu&oli 
ivx Linearoentig & Grace iai ret iiamuu) ecneri beacficen- 

I. kC.CHH^Ic 
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fiknity, objeded to the Fathers, that they 
worfhipp'd Chtift as God, who was a Per- 
fondiminmivc and deformed: But notwith> 
ftanding this, our pious Anccflors, Men truly 
Chriftian, did confefs Tuch a Chrlft aad be- 
liev'd him to be God, who with thofe de- 
formed Lineaments of his Body, pcrform'd 
the moft beneficent Anions for Mankind. 

In the fame Age lived TertulUan, a 
ftrong ^ologifl: for the Service of Chriftia- 
nity, wiio is very exprefs againft the Beauty. 
andGracefulnefsofeuc Lord's Ferfon. He 
aOcrts in many Places, that he was fo far 
from being. hand Ibme, or even tolerable to-, 
look upon, that he appear'd* contemptible 
in the Eyes of Men y that he had not what 
wc call an -f- honefi Face, but was as ic 
were a % Scandal to himfelf. He adds, that 
if the Prophets had faid nothing of the Mean- 
ncfs and Uncomclinefs of our Lord's Pcr- 
fon, the Pains that he fufret'd, and the 
Indignities he was expos'd to, would a- 
bundantly prove it. " He condcfcendcd to 
*' be conceived in his Mother's Womb, he 
" waited 

• Vultu !c Afpeaa inglorius. Tmul.ie Idolir. 

-|- Ne AfpcfVu quidem honeltus. Trriul. adv. Judzoi. 

i^'Caaiumcliorjs mfuper fibi e!t. T<r/«/. dc Pat icnCis. 
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" waited humbly for the Moment of his 
'* Birth, he advanced in Age and increafed 
** in Stature like other Men ; when he was 
** grown up, he did not haften to flicw him- 
" felf, but in fome fort mifufcd himfelf by 
" the Mcanncfs of his Outfidc. * Would 
*' any one have dared to fcratch and tear 
" his Body, and to fpit upon his Face, if 
** his Afpeft did not defcrvc it ? He hun- 
" ger'd under the Temptation of the Devil* 
•' thirftcd with the Woman of Samaria, 
« wept over LazaruSjXtcm\>\t6. at the Ap- 
" proach of Death, and at laft poured out 
" his Blood J how could he have fufFcc'd fo» 
«* and been fo defplfed, if any thing in his 
« Appearance had (hone or fparkled with 
« cclcftial Brightncfc>" 

St. 



• Carait terrenx non mira Condicio: tJndchuie Doarina 
& Signa ifti, eiiam Defpicieniium Formara cju* ent Vtt*. 
Adeo UK hurainse Honefttti* Corpus fiiit, nedum Ccdeftis 
Oaritatij. Tacentibus spud no* tjutxjue Propbetii de ignobilt 
Arpeauejufi ipfie PaflioDei, ipr«que Contumeliae loquimiuf j 
PalTioiici quidem hutnanam Caroem, CoDCumdix veto lo- 
honeftam. An aufui cfTct aliquii ungue fummo pnftrii^ere 
Corpus novum, Sputaminibut" eoncaminire Faciem nifi me- 
imtem f Efuriit tub Diabolo, fitiii fub Samaiitide. lacrjrma- 
tut effet fupcr Uzarum, trcpidavit ad Mortem, SaDguiaun 
fiidit poftremd. quomodo contemni & piti poffct fi qoU in 
iilS Carnc de calefti Generoliute' ridiaIRt .' Tirtul. de 
Citoe. 
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•St. jSugufih confcflcd, *that Jefus 
Cbrift had a real Beauty> but this did not 
appear in his Body. As a Man, he had nei- 
ther Form nor Comelinefs^ but as God he 
was exceeding lovely. ** The Spoufe was 
■ ' not beautiful in his Flefh, but in his Virtue.' 
" If the Jews, his Petfccutors, could have 
" difcovcr'd his Beauty, they would not 
** have rufh'd upon him •{-, and beaten him 
" with Scourges, and crown'd him with 
" Thorns. HiswondcrfuIBeautywouldhave 
" difarmed thofc Tortures, and even have 
*' obtained his Difcharge without a Word's 
" fpeaking. It is the Deformity of Chrift 
" that makes you beautiful j if he had not 
" plcafed to appear unhandfomc, you could 
" not have rccover'd the Beauty you had 
'* loft. He was nailed upon the Crofs with 
*• the moft forbidding Appearance, but the 
** Meannefs of his Afpedt contributes to 
'I our Beauty. Let us therefore imitate 

N " him 

it Uc Homo non habebat Speciem neque Decorera, fed fpc 
ciofut FoTinJi cz eo quod eft piae FiliU HomlDum. jtitgujl' 
in Pf»l. xlv. 

Et ipfe S^Kmfui non Caroe, fid Virtute fefmofui. Jden 
in Pf*l. cznii. 

f Mi& ffxdiim putarent, non infilitoit, non Fltgeltis caede-' 
mr.noD Spinis coronareat. Mirabitii FormaexarmafletTor-' 
totei, aique eiiam Ime Voce RefniOionem inpetralict, {^. 
jHgiifi, m TfiU. cxxrii. 



) 
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" him, and embrace our Redcctricr, un- 
* graceful in this Life, let us love his Crofs 
" and glory in his Sufferings* " 

The fame * Father attempts to redoncild 
the two Prophets Ifa'tah and the 'Pfalmiji'j 
of whom, the firft alTcrtSi that Chrijl had 
neither Beauty nor Comelinefs ; the other, 
that he was fairer than the Children of 
Men i infilling, that the 'Pfalmiji fpcaks of 
his Divinity and Equality with the Father, 
being in the Form of God ^ he thought it not 
Robbery to be equal with God. But thai 
Ifaiah reprefents him to us as a Man, in 
■which State he abafcd himfelf fo low, as 
to take upon him the Form of a Servant^ 
and was made in the Likenefs of Men. So, 
fays he, thcfe two Paffagcs arc reconciled. 
Whn: 

Habet ecce PrOphetin daos, unam euiulemque tibi prxdr- 
cant Chriftum, led ille deforraem, ifteformomm, ambo Va- 
KSutu>Sp'ritup!eni. Flcdro fuo David n-itnii pcrlbnatOpe* 
ra, quK Sermoae fuo Dominusper Filium Tuum apud Honii- 
Bcs agens io Corpore parrare decrevcrat. Humaoam Corpo- 
ris illiu; Domiaici Figuram £fiii»i oarric bumilem abjedam- 
que ad Injuriat fic Opprobm genitam. Filiura Hominu 
obfix^ueotem PaCrii pingic Epuai. Patrit ia Fillo Scrmoncs 
prxDunciat Dai^id. liaque Myftica riiiil bxc Davidii Ora- 
ciila, & per vaciai tralatioDci Alegorica. Qiii! ver6 defcribic 
X/mUi hiftorica dai, Sc eft Vaticinii Fidea ad Litecam pre* 
meuii. RigAlt. de Pulctuitud, Dam. Chrifti. 
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What more beautiful than Chrift as God j 
What lefs fo, than Chrift crucified > ^U 
eft fpechjius 1)ea ? G^id defcrmius Cru» 
cifixo ? 

The Teftimonics of St. jferom and St,' 
Chryfojiome have been produced in Evi- 
dence of our Lord's Bcautj', but thcfc Fa^^ 
thers are not uniform in their Opinion in 
all their Writings. The firft of thcfc, in 
the very fame place where he admires the 
Brightnefs that fhone upon the Face of 
Chrift, and praifes the Efedts of ir, in what 
he did to the Merchants that prophaned his 
Father's Houfc, confeffes, that Chrift wai 
fo vile and contemptible in the Eyes of 
Men, that a few days after he was taken 
and crucified by his Enemies i which makes 
him fay, that the * Aftion of driving out 
the Merchants, was one of the grcateft. Mi- 
racles that our Saviour ever did. And 
+ Chryfoftome, who fpokc fo advantgeoufly 
of our Lord's Perfon, allows in another 
place, that Chrift was fo little refpedled, and 
N 2 his 

* Hihi inter omnia Signa qutc fecir, hoc viderar mitabi- 
liuS) quod uDus Homo Sc illo tempore coniemptibilis, Ec in 
Unturo vili* ut poftea cruel figcretur, ^e. Hitrm. ia lintt. 

XXI- 

t Cbtyfi^. Honiil. 12. in Jib. i. 

Dig,: .=^:i by Google 



|4 (90 

bis Afped commanded fo fmall regard, tha^ 
Women of an infamous way of Life, Pub- 
licans and the vilcft fort of People, follow- 
ed and convcts'd with him with the gteatcft 
Freedom and Liberty. 

* Michael Medina, who affiftcd at the 
Council of Trmty ipcaks with great Mo- 
deration upon this Subjed. He fays, that 
Jejits Chrifi aflUmcd a Pctfon and a Com- 
plexion the moft proper for a wife and 
learned Man : He adds, that we muft by no 
means come into the vain Imagination of 
thofe who fay, without any Proof, that our 
Saviour was the moft beautiful of the Sons 
of Men i from whence they conclude, that 
he was of the moft happy Conflitution in 
the World, for this Opinion is founded upon 
certain Paffag?s of Scripture, which ought 
to be underftood in an Allegorical Senfc, 
and 

• Wuh. MeJ. lib. i. de refla io Deum Fide, c»p. 7. 
Ergo ut qux diximui in Epilagum redigamuj. Non quie- 
quam vilet quod quidam fine Auftoritare eomminilcuDtur, 
eumdem inter omnct Mortalei fpecioeiflimum fiiilTe, undo 
& optimi Temper»raenti fuiffe concludunc: Primo enim id 
non aliunde colligunt quim ex quorundam Sanax Scripture 
locomm myflicu Senfu in quibuj ob Speciem commendatur j 
VCTum, Pulchritudo ilia (etiimli de Ciwiflo Scriptuiaibi lo- 
qnitur) vel ad Dirioitacem Jpedat, vel id Viteutum Speciem 
fc Foiraim, qnibuj cunftoi &cile Juperarit. 
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and which Ihould be explained of the Beauty 
of his Soul an4 of his Godhead. 

* Cappelltts, a learned Protcflant, writes 
with the fame Temper. " Chrifl, fays he, 
*' intheDaysofhis Flefti, did not appear to 
" the Eyes of Men in an elegant Drcfs, with 
*' any fplendid or magnificent Ornament 
" about him. Hemadeno AuguftAppcar- 
" ancc, or had any thing of a Venerable and 
" Majcftick Gravity in his Countenance. 
" He flicw'd no Statclinefs in his Gait, no- 
" thing liaughty or imperious in the Air of 
" his Body, as wc obferve in Kings, Mon- 
*' archs, Princes and Nobles. But he was 
" very plain and unaffedcd, tho' not flo* 
« venly. Hts Face was not deformed and 
" ugly, but neither very handfomc, his 
" Countenance dejcfted j his Gait far from 

" being 

* ChrlJIiti in Diebus Carois lux fult la OoaWs Rommum 
non eleganti Caltu, ntquc fpleodido neque magnifico O.natu, 
aoa augufti quidam Specie, neque veaeTinii & gTa«i Ori*. 
Majeftaie, non iQcelTa fupcrbo, non Corporis Habitu pom- 
pjcico Sc faftuoib, quaks folcnc cflc Reges, MonarchK, Mag- 
nate? & Proeercsi fed fuit limplici valdc Be inaffeitito Culta 
Cifi non foidido, Farie non quidem dcformi ^ turpi, fed ae- 
que valde formofai Vulcu dcmilTo, iacefTu mioim^ ad Nume- 
Tos compofiro, fed fioiplici, humili denique £c dcfpcAa plin^ 
Specie, atque cjufmodi Corporis Habitu, in qao ni! niQ vul- 
gaic & ptebeium Oculis rpcdaDtium cofijpiciciiditm & pix- 
beret. C»{{tll. 2d J/ii. lii. ?. 13. 
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" being regular and according to Time, but 
'* witliout Art. In {horr, his whole Form 
" was perfcftly mean and of no regard j 
" and the Turn of his Body could offer no- 
" thing to the Eyes of thofe who look'd 
*•' upon him, but what was vulgar and of 
*' the meaneft fort." 

These are the Authorities I have col- 
leftcd, to prove that Chriji had not the Ad- 
vantages of Beauty to recommend him. It 
appears, that the Chriftians of the firfi Ages 
(who had the b^ft Opportunities of Inquiry) 
belicv'd that the Perfon of our Saviour was 
rather ill-favour'dthan graceful and inviting ; 
and this Opinion fccms to receive further 
Confirmation from the following Qbfcr- 
vatioos. 

From the twelfth to the twenty-ninth 
Year, (fays * Light foot) the Life of Chrifl is 
paflcd over by the Evangelifls ; thofe Years in 
which we hear nothing of him he fpcnt %i Na- 
paretht at his Father's Trade : and this did 
more efpecially cloud him from the Eyes of 
the Jews ■» they would not own him for the 
Chriji^ 

f 1& WatVi Jt\. VoJ. I, hMmmy ^tfn Vim %*fiAmtx». 
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Chriji, On the account of the Meanncfs ot 
his Appearance and Education} fot they 
looked for the MeJ^ah in a pompous Garb. 
After the Death of Jofiph^ he was no niore 
called * the Carpenter's Sen, but the Car- 
f enter ; and fubmittcd, as one of the Anci- 
ents tells us, to make Ploughs and Yokes for 
Oxen> to cut down Trees, and to build 
Houfcs. And this the Sacred Htfiory docs 
not only intimate, but it is generally af- 
ferted by the Writcn of the Church : A 
Thing fo notorious, that the Heathens ufed 
to objed ic as a Reproach to Chriftianity. 
Thence that fmart and acute Repartee, 
which a -j* Chciftian School-mafter made to 
LabienuSy the famous Orator at Ant'toch^ 
when upon Julian's Expedition into 'Perjta 
(where he was killed) he asked in Scorn, 
■what the Carpenter's Son was now doing » 
The Chriftian replied j with Salt enough, 
that the Great Artificer of the World, whom 
he 

• C*mfMT» Matt. xui. ff. »ith Mark ri. j. Hilary im»- 
llntd tb*t Joleph TMt « Smiib »r Farrier. Jifiti Fabri erat 
Filius Ferrum Ignc vinceatis. Cardinal Hugo mukn him m 
GoldlcDich ; but Jmj n»t ^fapfrovt thtir Opiniaa, -who ^, 
btn»im MiTon. Thcophlluj nf Aatiocli and St. Ambrcfr, 
art mt Mfftinjl hu imi »SmKii,fiiei ht wtrfd with TirtMnd 
MttUwi. HiUr.JBMufh.xiii. Hugoin Marc.ri. Amb.tnLuc. 
Theophyl. m Matt. riii. Juftio Manyr Di»l. (Htn Trjph. 

t Tln*dtrtt. Hift. Eccl. 1- J- c. 18. 
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*Hc fcornfully called The Carpenter's Son^ 
was making a Coffin for his Maftcr Julian j 
tlie Ncwsof whofe Death was brought foon 
after. Now a Pcrfon of this laborious Mccha- 
nical'Etnploymcnt, one would luppofe, could 
tnake but a flendcr pretence to Beauty j for 
had he been naturally ever fo handfonie>yet 
the Hatdfhips attending this Trade, make the 
Body Hoop, and the Shoulders thick, they 
chop the Hands, fpoU the Features of the 
Face,and taint the Complexion. BeiideSfOur 
Saviour all this while feemed to have been ex- 
ceeding poor, to have wanted even the com- 
mon Neceffaries of Life. This Diftrefs and Po- 
verty arc Severities that will pervert and de- 
face the fincft Shape and the fweeteft Coun- 

t tcnance j The Son of Man had not where 
to iay his Head. To work hard all Day, 
and to have no Convenicncy of a Lodging 
for Sleep and Repofe at Night, to lie abroad 
in the open Air, and bear the Incleraeucics 
of Heat and Cold, without Cover or Pro- 
tedion, are Miferies that the moft calamitous 
feldom arc expofed to, and render the Per- 
fon of the Sufferer lean, languid and emaci- 
ated, difagrccablc and anlightly to look 
upon. 

To 
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To conclude the Tcftimonics on this 
fide } Had the Body of Chrift been fct off 
with thofe Charms and Accompliflimcnts 
that fome have applied to it, the Malice of 
the Jews would have been apt to have 
charg'd him with being loofc and effeminate, 
with reducing weak JVemen, who always 
followed him from his firft Preaching to 
his Crucifixion : He lodg'd at the Houfc 
of Martha and Mary, he fuffer'd a ,Wo- 
man to wajh his Feet, and to wipe them 
with the Hairs of her Head, and another 
poured out a Box of precious Ointment up- 
on his Head. It would have been a ftrong 
Pretence of accuHng him of fomenting cri- 
minal Padlonsi and of alluring Women 
by his Beauty, had his Ferfon been graceful, 
lovely and majeftick. Advantages which 
never fail to attraft Affection and £fteem. 
But the Cafe fcems to have been far other- 
wife, for he was infulted and fcorn'd by his 
* Relations i Mary Magdalen took him for 
a Gardener, even after his RefurreBim J 
and the Evangelifts, one would fuppofe, 
were io particular in defcribing the Clr- 
O cumftances 

• J^ XX. 15, 
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:anccs of his Transfigurathtiy to flicw 
that he had nataraUy nothing of that yti- 
ning Lufire and Brightncfs in his Countc- 
lunce, and that he appeared in a manner 
, -wholly different from what he ufcd to be j 
*//;'/ Face flone ay the Sun, and bis Rat' 
ment was white as the Light. In ftiort, 
the Chriftians were frequently upbraided 
1^ the Heathens with the Mcannefs of our 
Ixird's Appearance, which- they were Co far 
from denying, that they gloried in it i it 
-was more admirable and divine they urged, 
that the MeJJiah being poor and contempt!-' 
bic in the Eyes of Men, without the Ad- 
vantages that an?end a high Binh, agracefhl 
Peifon, and an univerfal Applaufe, fhould 
be able to fuccecd in introducing a new 
ILeligioUr in fpreading fo heavenly a 
Doctrine, in making To prodigious a Change 
in the World, than if he had the Charms 
of Beauty, or the Ornaments of Riches, 
of Eloquence, or Learning, to recommend 
him.-f- 

" Matt. xvii. « Mark \x. j. 

f "anul, sulvetf. ISarc'ua. 
1. Idihi ■vbtiie* Cbiiftum, mhi dtfmd* JeCim, fitdaaiqiit 
HUUCtrfuJculum ftt, jmrniam htiMtiim, qmniam cfn/fe0nm 
fiiU,Jiia%lotiut,fi'iff>ohilii,Jiiab.otKtnia[i»,Utm ttit Cbrtltui. 

FINIS, 
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